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Mayor of Londo

Councils, My Lords, Your Worships, Fellow 

A

C
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The Rt Hon The L don ord Mayor of Lon
 Michael Bear 

 
 

n, Chairman of London 

ldermen, Mr Recorder, Sheriffs, Chief 

ommoner, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 1



Monday, 24 January 2011 9:58 AM 

G

Mansion House for the London Government 

D

to

w

in

 

And a particular welcome to you, Mayor (Boris) 

Johnson, and to Jules Pipe, Chair of London 

C

of

  

 

 

ood evening.  Happy New Year.  Welcome to 

inner.  I am delighted to see you all here 

night, especially Members of Parliament, those 

ho serve in the ministries, and those who serve 

 London’s government at all levels.   

ouncils, and to my fellow members of the City 

 London Corporation.    
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Y

public servants of our citizens.  Each day 

m

d

 

It isn’t easy to make a city function, flow, and 

su

L

despite innumerable, often unexpected, 

ch

 

This is a remarkable city.  I was drawn to it 32 

years ago, when I came here from South Africa.  

I 

A

ou are all stewards of our common history and 

illions of people benefit from your long hours, 

ifficult decisions, and selfless commitment.   

cceed.  But, because of your leadership, 

ondon is one of the world’s greatest cities, 

allenges.   

am still amazed by it.  Its variety.  Its tolerance.  

nd its richness.   
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T

best when he called London “a vision.”   

 

It is a vision, an aspiration, an expectation, even 

a 

lo

 

Londoners owe much to the Mayor, municipal 

government, the various borough councils, and 

m

 

L

from town hall to hospital to London Councils.   

 

 

he historian Peter Ackroyd perhaps captured it 

promise.  London is a way of living, a way of 

oking at the world, a way of life.   

any other bodies of authority and service.    

ondon is in their debt – wherever they serve – 
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T

commonality that pervades Greater London.  

L

h

m

 

They say that leadership starts at the top.  

M

about your leadership, although much has 

al

 

T

 

A

 

here is a strong sense of community and 

ondoners are proud of life here; proud to work 

ere; proud to make this their city, proud to 

ake this their home.   

ayor (Boris) Johnson, I must say a few words 

ready been said … and said.   

here is a bold passion to your work.   

nd a refreshing informality.   

 5



Monday, 24 January 2011 9:58 AM 

H

year that you came to work after a treacherous 

sn

fi

h

yo

m d 

sk

 

I think some of the students are hoping for a 

rematch this midwinter!     

 

I especially like efforts to empower citizens, 

making them feel part of the life of London, part 

of

ere is one reason why.  Boris, I remember last 

owstorm, to find students having a snowball 

ght outside your office.  Most mayors would 

ave stopped it or just simply passed by.  But 

u joined in … and showed an icy 

arksmanship that demonstrated a practice

ill!   

 history itself.   
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T

time … back to a moment associated with this 

p

 

There used to be a five-way junction here, long 

b

 

On this day, January 13th, four hundred and 

fifty-two years ago [in 1559], Elizabeth Tudor 

en

 

T

passed through here to Westminster Abbey.  She 

st

cr

hat is a message that resonates back through 

art of London.   

efore Mansion House was completed in 1752.   

tered London for her Coronation.   

wo days later, the Coronation Procession 

opped and spoke to the Lord Mayor and the 

owds of her subjects who lined the streets.   
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S

She dedicated herself to the City and to the 

B

b

co

 

Well, good words … If Greater London is to 

co

then there can be no lack of will in us, either.  

 

 

 

 

 

he told them that she would not spare herself.  

ritish people.  She promised that there would 

e “no (lack of) will” in her reign.  She offered 

mplete commitment and resolute action.  

ntinue to work, and to become even better, 
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W

government and in our national economic 

re

E

co

 

We have just survived the shattering shock of 

a 

with its aftermath.  There were many causes.  

S

fi

m

p
 

e face difficult challenges both in local  

covery.  And I know we will need to emulate 

lizabeth I’s conviction and courage, in the 

ming year.   

world-wide recession and are now dealing 

ome of these, by no means all, lay in some 

nancial institutions.  Changes have been 

ade; lessons learnt; and greater vigilance 

ursued.    
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B

we all know, Europe is confronting prolonged 

ec

m

ci f 

a 

 

But comparatively, London is a safe haven.  

 

F

lenders, brokers, and buyers continue to look to 

L

 

ut we are not safely into calm waters yet.  As 

onomic difficulties.  The financial markets in 

any countries are floundering in dire 

rcumstances.  We find ourselves in the midst o

liquidity crunch.    

rom every part of the globe, investors, bankers, 

ondon.   
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I 

steadfast, then London will attract more 

co

 

Our choices now – hard choices – will drive 

G

as

C

 

W

fo owing the tough grant settlement, all of 

L

ar

as

k

believe that, if we are innovative, creative, and 

mpanies and more investors.   

reater London forward.  That is why my theme 

 Lord Mayor is “City of London – City of 

hoice.”  The key word is “choice.”     

e face some grave choices.  Most clearly, 

ll

ondon’s councils, the GLA and other bodies 

e having to make deep budget cuts.  Strive 

 we may we cannot avoid them and their 

nock-on effect.   
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W

in which we fund and deliver our 

p

 

We are also having to look at innovative 

m

 

There are justified worries that programmes 

which provide a safety net will not meet the 

n

p

au

 

I know we are all working hard to make sure 

that does not happen!   

e will be called upon to re-examine the ways 

rogrammes.   

eans of funding regeneration in the capital. 

eeds of those with low incomes … that some 

eople will be left behind, victims of an age of 

sterity.   

 12



Monday, 24 January 2011 9:58 AM 

P

to play a part in our work … as never before.   

 

Here in the City, the City Corporation itself, 

li

li

 

They provide support for the young, the old, 

the disabled, and our superb armed forces, 

re

 

A  council area is 

enriched by the dedication and inspiration of 

vo

 

hilanthropy and voluntary efforts will need 

very companies and guilds already touch the 

ves of large numbers of people each year.   

serves, and cadets.   

nd community life in every

lunteers and their organisations.   
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I 

As I said in my Lord Mayor’s Banquet 

S

gr

 

Philanthropy must become a vocation of the 

m

 

That is why I raised this issue with the Prime 

Minister.   

 

 

 

 

believe we all have to look for ways to help.  

peech, the corporate sector must play a 

eater role, as well.   

any, not just the few.   
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T

investing in London’s businesses and 

co

L

p

b

 

And that is why the City will host a 

conference later this year, in conjunction with 

th  

w

 

B

And one obvious area is essential 

in

hat is why the City is looking at new ways of 

mmunities through initiatives like the East 

ondon Bond.  These bonds can help give the 

eople of London more opportunities and a 

etter future.   

ird sector organizations, to explore ways in

hich we can make money stretch further. 

ut the public sector remains absolutely vital.  

frastructure.   
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E

first railway terminus, London Bridge 

S

tr

G

 

It has done more to make this a great city 

th

 

arts of 

London;   

 

• all eater mobility, and all that 

eans to families and friends and 

ver since a previous Lord Mayor opened the 

tation, 175 years ago [in 1836], public 

ansportation has been the lifeblood of 

reater London.   

an almost anything else: 

• linking together the various p

owing for gr

m

businesses; and  
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people of London, making Greater 

Lo

 

So I applaud the Coalition Government’s 

d

sh

G

 

A  the Tube 

upgrade programme continue apace.   

 

M

lobbying efforts of you, Boris, and many 

ot

bringing prosperity and wealth to the 

ndon a world economic powerhouse. 

ecision to give the go-ahead for Crossrail.  It 

ows a forward-looking vision to address 

reater London’s needs.   

nd we are equally pleased to see

uch of this success is due to the persistent 

hers in this hall.  We must remain vigilant.  
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A

those across the capital who have this job are 

fu

of

lo

 

We stand at a decisive moment in our history.  

If

austerity, we could make Greater London and 

th

w

 

W  for half a 

ce tury and more.  And all of us can work to 

m

nd we must remain pro-active.  I know all 

lly aware of what needs to be done, mindful 

 the need to balance short term needs with 

nger term capital spending.   

 we can successfully deal with this period of 

e rest of the UK financially more secure, 

ith more and better jobs.   

e have not faced such a challenge

n

ake London the engine of that recovery.   
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E

challenges.  It is the key to continued and 

im

h

It

re

 

Such efforts can be transformational.  As I 

know from my own experience, we can 

re

…

ag

h

 

conomic growth will help us to meet our 

proved prosperity.  Economic growth will 

elp ensure the safety nets for the vulnerable. 

 will enable communities to be rebuilt and 

generated.   

surrect places like Old Spitalfields Market 

 places of history that can make history 

ain by providing opportunities, jobs, and 

ope.   
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S

derelict, but has now become a vibrant place 

w

m

ca

 

We have made a neighbourhood and a 

co

 

E can make this happen.   

 

A

lead the way.    

 

pitalfields Market was once silent and 

here people gather, where tradespeople 

ake a living, where children play and voices 

rry.   

mmunity.   

conomic growth 

nd Greater London must – as it always has - 
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In

Greater London must continue to provide 

n

le

d

of

at

 

And as part of this, the City has an important 

role to play.   

 

 

 

 

 a world of fear, uncertainty and bailouts, 

ational and international stability and 

adership.  With the capital’s breadth and 

epth of industrial capacity, educational 

fering and its skills and expertise, it must be 

 the forefront of the recovery.   
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O

on the financial services industry.  It 

co

E

ro

 

We can finance the work of our vital SME 

se

are essential for improving trade and 

em

 

In  of UK financial services 

were the second highest ever, covering 50 

p

ab

ver 1.3 million jobs across the UK depend 

ntributes over £53 billion each year to the 

xchequer, paying for schools, hospitals, 

ads, and much more.   

ctor, comprising 4.8 million SMEs, which 

ployment.   

 2009 net exports

ercent of the cost of imported goods from 

road – £41 billion.   
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A

recovery, a recovery that will be dependent on 

tr

 

We can, we will, do all of this, and more.  

E

of

go

world.   

 

T than Age and the advent of the 

R naissance made London the most watched city 

in

 

nd exports will be vital to our continued 

ade.  

lizabeth Tudor was right…the future is an act 

 will.  She showed this is true, ushering in a 

lden age that still benefits the nation and the 

he Elizabe

e

 the world.   
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A

here, at the place of five crossroads. 

 

Now, in our time, Greater London is the 

cr

E

sp

W

Next year millions of visitors, and billions of 

te

L

 

A gether in this New Year, let us 

reinvigorate our vision of London.   

 

nd day one of her reign included her stop right 

ossroads of the world.  In the reign of another 

lizabeth, the 2012 Olympics will put us in the 

otlight.  The entire world will be watching us.  

e are already the most visited city in the world.  

levision and Internet viewers, will look to 

ondon. 

s we join to
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L

service, fairness, tolerance, and community 

b

 

Like Elizabeth I, let us not lack the will to choose 

w

 

So with my best wishes for 2011, may I ask 

everyone here to stand, save you, Mayor 

Jo

et us pledge ourselves to the highest levels of 

uilding.    

isely.  

hnson, as I propose the toast to:  
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T

LONDON ASSEMBLY, THE COURT OF 

C

BOROUGHS AND THE OTHER GOVERNING 

B

 

 

(1800 words) 

 

HE MAYOR OF LONDON AND THE 

OMMON COUNCIL, THE LONDON 

ODIES OF GREATER LONDON 
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