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HIGHGATE WOOD 
 
 MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
 EVALUATION OF OBJECTIVES 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Preparation of Plan 
 
This plan has been reviewed by Manager of Highgate Wood in January 2009.  
 
Address: City of London, Highgate Wood, Muswell Hill Road, London, N10 3JN 
Telephone: 020 73323797 
Fax:  020 8883 9815 
E-mail:  jonathan.meares@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 
 
Availabilty of the Management Plan 
 
Further copies of this plan are available from the following addresses: 
 
The Town Hall Clerk, City of London, PO Box 270, Guildhall, London, EC2P 2EJ 
 
The Director of Open Spaces, City of London, PO Box 270, Guildhall, London, EC2P 2EJ 
 
The Superintendent of Hampstead Heath, Heathfield House, 432 Archway Road, London, N6 
4JH 
 
What is a Management Plan? 
 
A Management Plan for a public open space is a published written document, prepared by the 
managers, which outlines the aims and objectives of the managers in relation to the park. It 
therefore enables the open space users to monitor the manager’s success in achieving these aims 
and objectives. 
 
Purpose of this Management Plan? 
 
The purposes of this Management Plan for Highgate Wood are as follows: 
 

�  To guide future managers, so ensuring continuity of management. 
�  To explain to open space users how decisions affecting the public enjoyment of the open 

space are made. 
�  To ensure clear management objectives are laid down.  
�  To identify future requirements. 
�  To promote interest in and support of the open space. 
�  To encourage community involvement. 
�  To help managers to react positively to a changing world. 
�  To ensure the open space is properly described and that its historical importance is well 

documented. 
�  To monitor and assess changes that occur. 
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FOREWORD 
 

 
Highgate Wood is a 28 hectare remnant of the ancient Middlesex Forest, probably part of  the 
Hornsey Woodland, which is mentioned in the Domesday Book. The story of it’s acquisition by 
the City of London in 1886 is an interesting one as it demonstrates that the conflict between 
development and nature conservation is nothing new.  The acquisition was in response to a 
public appeal, led by a local Wine Merchant, Henry Reader Williams (1822-97), and assisted by 
the Times newspaper. It was feared that the Ecclesiastical Commissioners would sell the land for 
development, and that a part of "the lungs of London" would be lost. The purchase of Highgate 
Wood was successfully completed under the Highgate and Kilburn Open Spaces Act 1886, to be 
maintained in perpetuity for the benefit of Londoners. It was publicly dedicated as "an open 
space for ever" on October 30 1886, by the Lord Mayor of the time, Sir John Staples.  
 
The history of the site extends far back into the mists of time and well beyond the Norman 
period. There are a number of important archaeological features within the Wood, including the 
remains of a Roman pottery factory discovered in excavations between 1962-74. These 
established the presence of potters from about the time of the Roman Conquest (AD43) to the 
later 2nd Century.  There are several significant historic earthworks structures on the site, which 
are typical of ancient boundaries. The name of the Wood has changed over the years, being 
known as Gravel Pit Wood (when gravel was extracted) and Brewhouse Wood or Brewer’s Fall 
(when owned by a local brewery) before its present name was adopted. More recently the during 
the 2nd World War a barrage balloon was stationed on the eastern section of the fields, which 
are now used for sports. Its anchor may still be made out in dry conditions as a ‘crop mark’.  
 
Highgate Wood is a fine example of an ancient form of Woodland management known as 
‘coppice with standards’. This management system was a legal requirement in the 16th century 
when the Crown required oak timber to build warships. There is little doubt that oak from 
Highgate Wood was used for this purpose. Many coppice stools, some of extreme age, still 
survive. However, when the City aquired the Wood in 1886, Victorian clinical ideology 
prevailed and many ancient trees were felled, stirring a local resident, Alfred Houseman (the 
author of A Shropshire Lad) to write a critical letter to the newspapers. This explains why there 
are so few large ancient oaks in the Wood. Happily the site is now managed on a more 
ecological basis. In recent decades, sensitive ecological management has been the primary aim 
of the City of London. There are important ancient Woodland indicator species present, such as 
the Wild Service Tree (Sorbus torminalis), which imply a continual presence of woodland for 
many hundreds of years. 
 
Highgate Wood was designated as a site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation in 
October 1990, in recognition of the fact that the site is considered to be of London-wide 
significance for nature conservation. The Wood is very well used by both the local community, 
including schools, and visitors from further afield, providing a welcome refuge from the 
pressures of urban life, and a flavour of the countryside. A number of the staff have specialisms 
in conservation, and have established strong links with other local groups, including Haringey’s 
Nature Conservation Section. Since 1974 a Joint Consultative Committee has promoted public 
involvement in the management of the wood, with regular biannual meetings between the City 
and various interested local bodies. 
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SUMMARY  
 
SITE:  Highgate Wood  
 
GRID REF:  E528250 N188750, TQ 280 870  
 
LOCALITY:  
In the London Borough of Haringey. Adjacent to the A.1 (Archway) and Muswell Hill Road.  
 
OWNERSHIP: 
Owned and managed by the City of London. 
 
STATUS: 
A site of Metropolitan Importance and an ancient Woodland. 
Area: 70 Acres. (28 ha) 
Date of Designation As site of Metropolitan Importance: 29 October 1990. 
 
Acquired under the Highgate and Kilburn Open Spaces Act 1886. 
 
DATE OF ACQUISITION:  30th October 1886 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
An ancient woodland of hornbeam coppice with oak standards. The hornbeam is reverting to 
"high forest", and a policy of limited re-coppicing and leaving dead, standing timber and 
brushwood in piles is increasing the number and diversity of invertebrates, fungi, birdlife and, to 
a lesser extent, mammals. 
 
THE OVERALL VISION OF HIGHGATE WOOD: 
 
To ensure the survival of Highgate Wood in its form as a hornbeam coppice with oak standards, 
whilst maintaining its importance as a safe leisure and recreation area. In addition particular 
attention will be given to the wildlife aspect of the Wood and to the educational opportunities 
that the Woodland provides. 
 
MANAGEMENT AIMS:  
 
1. To ensure that all other species of trees are silviculturally controlled by felling and 

cutting back wherever appropriate. This is particularly important with such encroaching 
species as holly (Ilex aquifolium) and Norway maple (Acer platonoides), although some 
holly is welcome as it offers good bird roosts in winter. 

 
2. An uneven aged canopy encourages a diversity of flora and fauna (Kostler, 1956; Reade, 

1969) and a policy of cutting a clearing of 0.5 acre increasing to 0.75 acre in the 
Woodland every 5 years will be adopted. This is termed `group selection' (Peterken, 
1981), and is to a limited extent, a substitute to the former coppicing management 
techniques. 

 
3. To manage remaining trees to maintain as far as possible the wood’s ancient woodland 

character and achieve the best ecological value in balance with the recreational aspect of 
Highgate Wood, but ensuring all reasonable steps are taken for the safety of visitors. 
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4. To actively encourage schools, groups with specialised interests (e.g. London wildlife 
Trust) and the general public to understand and take advantage of the Wood's 
importance and facilities by making them more aware of what is available. 

 
5. To leave all brash, logs and fallen trees on the ground, providing they are safe, as up to 

25% of all Woodland wildlife inhabits these environmental niches (Evans, 1984). 
 
6. To offer existing sports facilities of soccer and cricket to the public and an area for 

informal recreation. 
 
7. To offer the sports field to schools for their sports days and activities, especially to those 

without their own field. 
 
8. To maintain a playground and café in the Wood. 
 
9. To give regular organised walks and conducted tours to the public and interested groups, 

and other activities such as participating in National Tree Week, so that a respect for 
nature may be stimulated in visitors to the Wood. 

 
10. To offer other facilities including an information leaflet, a regular newsletter, an 

information centre, nature trail and management trail, to further enhance a visitor’s 
enjoyment of the Wood. 

 
11.      To undertake surveys of the wildlife in order to ascertain what is present in the woodland. 

 
12. To undertake protective measures to preserve Highgate Wood’s heritage and to educate             
visitors of this important aspect. 
 
 
APPROVED BY:       The Queen’s Park & Highgate Wood Management Committee. 
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Figure 1: Aerial photogragh of site showing boundaries  
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 CHAPTER 1.1 GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
1.1.1 LOCATION 
 
Highgate Wood is situated in north London, in the London Borough of Haringey. It is located to 
the north west of the junction of Archway Road and Muswell Hill Road in postal districts N10 
and N6. It is approximately 6 miles from the City of London. 
 
1.1.2 SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
 
Highgate Wood has an area of approximately 70 acres. Its woodland is ancient in that the site 
has been Wooded pre-dating 1600 A.D. Reliable records prove this and there are a number of 
ancient site indicators such as the wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis) (see map 2). 
 
The majority of the trees comprise pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) and hornbeam (Carpinus 
betulus). The oak are not as old as expected; this fact supports records which show that when the 
woodland was originally taken over by the City in 1886, many of the large, older trees were 
felled. This prompted Alfred Houseman (Author of a Shropshire Lad) to write to the newspapers 
(see Appendix 1). 
 
The hornbeams are stems growing from ancient coppice. It is obvious that coppice with 
standards has been a management practice in Highgate Wood for many years and was re-
introduced in 1996. By following this method the historical character of the Wood will be 
preserved and wildlife will benefit. 
 
The most common tree species in the lower canopy is holly (Ilex aquifolium). It is spreading 
throughout the Wood and in the area known as the bird sanctuary (see map 3). It has been 
necessary to introduce immediate control measures for the following reasons:-. 
 
1. It prevents public access. 
 
2. It prevents natural regeneration of other species. 
 
3. If not controlled it will turn this area into a monoculture. 
 
The method of control will not involve chemicals as pesticides are not to be used in the 
woodland. Pesticides will not be applied to the sports facilities where alternatives are available. 
 
Beech (Fagus sylvatica) is also present in Highgate Wood. A few large individuals may be 
found in various locations and they are the oldest trees with some specimens exceeding 250 
years of age. All appear healthy and do not require any specific treatment. There are many more 
beech of various ages, from seedlings to early mature, growing in the Wood. 
 
Another important species is White Willow (Salix alba). A group of them was planted on the 
south west boundary of the sports field and is an important amenity feature as they are seen from 
all parts of the field. Unfortunately many are infected with honey fungus (Armillaria mellea) and 
consequently, in the winters of 1992 and 1993, they were under-planted with Willow whips. The 
new plantings were protected by the construction of a perimeter fence to ensure that this 
important vista survives. 
 
There are a number of other trees in the Wood and a full list is in Appendix 2. It will be 
management policy to control, but not eradicate (which is unnecessary), certain species so that 
the historical character of Highgate Wood is not lost. 
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Figure 2: Cafe terrace area  
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In addition to the actual Woodland, Highgate Wood contains other features:- 
 
1. SPORTS FIELD 
 
The sports field comprises approximately 6.5 acres. There are two soccer pitches that are in use 
from September to April and a cricket pitch from April to September. These pitches are hired to 
local teams (four football and four cricket). Also, the fields are used for school sports days and 
athletics games in summer. 
 
In addition the fields are used continuously during the year for informal games, picnics, 
sunbathing, walking, etc. As a result they are now badly compacted and eroded in many areas. 
To remedy this in the autumn of 1992 a regular programme of aeration and fertilising 
(autumn/winter and spring/summer feeds) was introduced. This is alleviating the problem to a 
satisfactory extent and the programme will be continued. Schools will be encouraged to use the 
fields for formal and informal sports activities, especially where the school does not possess its 
own sports field. A separate management plan for the sports field is contained in Appendix 18. 
 
2. CAFÉ 
 
The creation of a café in the old cricket pavilion has proved very popular and it has been 
advertised widely. The café garden is an integral part of the amenity and it is policy to keep it as 
a formal garden. Colourful shrubs, flowers and rose beds will be maintained. Lawns will not be 
provided as this has proved unsuccessful in the past. Hard landscaping will be preferred. The 
garden covers approximately 440 m². 
 
3. PLAYGROUND 
 
The playground is an extremely important amenity, attracting many visitors every year. It was 
modernised in 1990 and reached the final of a national competition. Its popularity requires extra 
vigilance on its safety aspects. It is management policy that the playground is checked by the 
attendant every morning before opening. A more detailed check using a checklist is carried out 
every week, and the two sand pits will be sterilised on that day. In addition a qualified 
independent specialist engineer will inspect all the items twice a year. The playground covers 
approximately 2000 m² 
 
4. LODGES 
 
There are six staff lodges within Highgate Wood. They are Nos. 1 and 2 Sheppard Cottages, 
Nos. 1 and 2 Coronation Cottages, Hornbeam Cottage, and The Lodge. These properties and 
their gardens are excluded from this document. One other building, the stores shed, is located 
adjacent to Sheppard Cottages. 
 
1.1.3 LAND TENURE 
 
Highgate Wood is in the ownership of the City of London. It was acquired by the City from the 
Ecclesiastical Commission in 1886 and it was publicly dedicated as "Open Space" for ever. The 
City Committee responsible for Highgate Wood is Queen’s Park and Highgate Wood 
Managerment Committee which meets 6 times per year. The meetings, held at Guildhall, are 
open to the public. The Open Spaces Department are responsible for managing the Wood on 
behalf of the Committee. 
 
The Highgate Wood Joint Consultative Committee, created in 1974, meets biannually. It 
consists of City Members and representatives from local groups. It is City policy to continue 
these meetings. 
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1.1.4  MANAGEMENT INFRASTRUCTURE  
 
 
 CITY OF LONDON 
 
 QUEENS PARK & HIGHGATE WOOD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

DIRECTOR OF OPEN SPACES 
 
 SUPERINTENDENT OF NORTH LONDON OPEN SPACES   
 
 MANAGER OF HIGHGATE WOOD 
 
 
                       
 
                            

                       

Playground Attendant / Keeper

Highgate Wood, Conservation & 
Trees Manager

Highgate Wood Supervisor

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Playground Attendant / Keeper

Playground Attendant / Keeper

Highgate Wood, Conservation & 
Trees Manager

Highgate Wood Supervisor

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Keeper / Woodperson

Playground Attendant / Keeper

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5  MAP COVERAGE 
 
  REF NOS: TQ 2889 SW 
 
    TQ 2888 NE 
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    TQ 2888 NW 
 
    TQ 2888 SW 
 
 
1.1.6  PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE 
 
A comprehensive aerial photographic survey was completed by the Metropolitan Police in 1994. 
These photographs will be made available to the City. 
 
There are a number of photographs of the woodland in the North London’s Open Spaces 
Department Office and the Public Relations Department. There is a requirement to expand this 
collection, and this was commenced in 1994. 
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Figure  3: Aerial photo looking south east down Archway Road  
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CHAPTER 1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION  
 
 
1.2.1  PHYSICAL 
 
Soils and geology of Highgate Wood. The majority of the Wood is a surface water gley. As a 
result the natural drainage is poor due to a clay substrate and, according to the geological survey 
map, the site lies on London clay (geological survey of England and Wales: 1920 Middlesex 
Sheet XII NW). 
 
The western portion of the Wood has been disturbed by gravel digging in the past (it appears on 
some old maps as "Gravel Pit Wood"). On the high ground to the south of the Wood deposits of 
bagshot sand occur (see the City of London Booklet "Excavations in Highgate Wood 1966-
1971", Section 1 by A.E. Brown and H.L. Sheldon). This is complicated by the presence of 
deposits of sand and gravel which cut into the clay at the north of the site and probably represent 
outwash from the glacier which reached as far south as Muswell Hill during the Pleistocene 
period. This ridge represents the north eastern extremity of the high ground which runs from 
Hampstead to Muswell Hill and it stands about 100 m above sea level. 
 
The upper horizon of the soil level is extremely poor and thin. In many areas it has been eroded 
to expose the clay substrate. Much of the erosion is caused by the large numbers of visitors to 
the Wood. As a result it is usually only the small areas that have been enclosed that exhibit 
humus layers of any depth. 
 
1.2.2  CULTURAL IMPACT  
 
1.2.2.1  ARCHAEOLOGY AND PAST LAND USE 
 
Highgate Wood is a remnant of the ancient Middlesex Forest and there have probably been trees 
on site since the last ice age.  
 
The Wood is approximately 6 miles north-west of the Roman city of Londinium, which was the 
centre on which all main roads of Britain converged. Highgate Wood was within an area, 
bounded on the west by Watling Street and on the east by Ermine Street, which to date has 
revealed little evidence of occupation during the Roman period. However an archaeological field 
survey in 1962 discovered a dense scatter of Roman pottery on the ridge at the northern end of 
the Wood. Following funding from the City of London, excavations were carried out from 1966 
to 1974 and these proved that at least 10 kilns existed in Highgate Wood and that pottery was 
being made at about the time of the Roman Conquest in A.D. 43 to approximately A.D. 160. 
Many of the archaeological finds are on exhibit in the Museum of London. 
 
There was undoubtedly considerable woodland clearance fom the Neolithic period onwards 
(5000BC), but it is likely that there was still extensive woodlandat the time of the Norman 
Invasion. In some counties the Domesday Commissioners endeavoured to take measurements of 
the Wood they surveyed, but more usually, as in the case of Middlesex, it was determined by the 
number of pigs it nourished. The Middlesex Forest, of which Highgate was a part, sustained 
pannage for 19255 swine according to the Domesday Commissioners (Dowsett: 1942). Pannage 
would obviously have caused ground disturbance. 
 
In the medieval period, a road, "Maiden Lane" ran from London to Highgate Wood. It would 
have been managed at this time as coppice with standards. The Woodland appears to have been 
cut over to produce charcoal and timber for hundreds of years, often on a drastic system (see 
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Appendix 3 Highgate Wood report dated 13 November 1973). Much of the oak timber may 
have been used for naval purposes in the 16th Century when the retention of standards for 
timber was required by law (Evans 1984). In the 17th and 18th centuries coppicing was also 
increasingly in demand for charcoal for the iron and glass industries, and, with oak, to supply 
bark for tannin. 
 
Highgate Wood is clearly shown on maps dating back to the 18th Century (E.G.J. Rocque's map 
"The Environs of London", 1769) and some may be viewed in the City's archives in Guildhall. It 
is named as "Gravel Pit Wood" on some maps and clear traces of the gravel diggings may be 
seen in the western section of the Wood. 
 
In the middle of the 19th century the importance of coppicing declined. However, Highgate 
Wood was already becoming an important area for leisure and recreation. At the end of the 19th 
Century, the City of London became the owners and designated it an open space "maintained in 
perpetuity for the benefit of Londoners". By this time, most of the ancient Middlesex Forest was 
gone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 

CHAPTER 2 :    EVALUATION AND OBJECTIVES  
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Figure 4: The 1887 Memorial Fountain  
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CHAPTER 2.1 CONSERVATION STATUS OF THE SITE 

2.1.1  HISTORIC INTEREST 
 
Historical sites within the Wood: There are a number of features of archaeological interest 
within Highgate Wood boundary and these are marked on Map No. 1. The remains of a Roman 
pottery factory located in the northern section of the Wood were discovered by Mr. Tony Brown 
in 1964. This was followed by excavations from 1966 to 1974 (hopefully there will be further 
excavations at the beginning of the 21st century). The excavations established the existence of 
kilns, pits dug to extract clay and ditches used to channel water needed in the production 
process. It is believed that these activities continued for about 150 years from the Roman 
Conquest (AD 43) until late in the second century. It is probable that some of the pottery was 
sold in Londinium which was approximately 6 miles to the south east of Highgate Wood, since 
examples of Highgate Wood pottery have been found in excavations there. More details may be 
found in the booklet "Excavations in Highgate Wood 1966-1971". 
 
In addition there are certain earthworks within the Wood that suggest pre-Roman occupation 
and these are also shown on Map No.1 
It is part of the management plan to protect these important remains as follows:- 
 
1. Although existing trees on the sites will not be removed, there will not be any planting 

on the archaelolgical features and natural regeneration will be controlled. This will 
prevent any damage or deterioration caused by tree roots. 

 
2. Invasive vegetation such as bramble will also be controlled. This will prevent the outline 

of the earthworks from being covered, and will enable visitors to view those remains still 
visiable. 

 
Woodland History: Highgate Wood was probably part of the original wildwood and is classified 
as an Ancient Woodland. 
 
During the 16th Century the woodland management was coppice with standards, a legal 
requirement as the crown saw it as a method of sustaining suitable timber for the navy (Evans, 
1984). Many of the shade-tolerant hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) have been regularly coppiced 
underneath a canopy of oak (Quercus robur, with some beech (Fagus sylvatica) allowed to grow 
to their mature (standard) size. 
Early maps also show that the present playing field has in fact been a field – possibly two fields 
– for at the southern side of the field, adjacent to the new playground, is a line of old layered 
hornbeam, signifyingthat there was formerly a hedge here at some time in the past. 
 
Apart formt he coppice stools, many of which are probably several hundred years old and a few 
moer than 1000 years old, there are very few ancient trees in Highgate Wood. The exception 
being a few beech and eight mature service trees (Sorbus torminalis). This lack of older trees is 
probably due to the policy of the City of London when the Woodland was taken over in 1886. 
Many old trees were removed, causing some consternation amongst residents in the area, and 
new formal paths were constructed. Leaves were swept and raked from the ground and any 
fallen branches or trees etc., were taken away and burnt. This formal management policy 
continued for a number of years. There is a more enlightened ecological policy now, with many 
of the Victorian paths abandoned allowing them to "return to nature", and fallen trees, branches 
etc. are not removed as they provide habitat for wildlife, and an opportunity for fungi and ferns 
to colonise the Wood. The success of this policy could be seen in 1993 when there was a 
welcome increase in the numbers of existing species, and new species were also seen including 
the golden oriole (Oriolus oriolus), a bird included in the Red Data Book (Batten et al, 1990), 
and the nationally notable beetle Platyderus ruficollis. 
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During the Second World War a barrage balloon was anchored on the north east section of the 
playing field. The outline of the concrete blocks may be seen, and two of the metal retaining 
rings have been exposed when the soil around them was eroded. They are now in the 
information centre. When a number of trees were felled in 1987 to create a new plantation, 
several chain-saws were damaged by shrapnel that had embedded in the timber when the 
adjacent railway line was bombed. (Refer to map 6) 
 
2.1.2      OWNERSHIP FROM 1670'S 
 
The Wood was owned by a brewer, Humphrey Kettle (J. Richardson 1983) and was known as 
Brewhouse Wood. In 1680 it was acquired by another brewer, Edward Townsend, until it was 
bought by Francis Gillow, who owned four Highgate Inns and the Brewhouse on North Hill, in 
the 1780's. Francis Gillow got into financial difficulties and the Wood was sold to a John 
Addison who owned it until at least 1809. 
 
When the Ecclesiastical Commission bought the Wood, the name was changed from Brewhouse 
Wood, to Gravel Pit Wood. It is certain that gravel was extracted from the Wood at some time. 
 
Alarm was caused in 1884 when Lord Mansfield reverted his lease of Gravel Pit Wood to the 
Ecclesiastical Commission (J. Richardson 1983). It was suspected that they would build on the 
land as a new railway line and station now existed adjacent to the Wood. A campaign was 
started by the Chairman of the Hornsey Local Board, Henry Reader Williams, assisted by the 
North Middlesex Chronicle and the Times, to save "Highgate Wood" as an escape for residents 
of "squalid street and slums". It was also thought of as part of the "Lungs of London" together 
with Hampstead Heath, Queen's Wood (Churchyard Bottom Wood) and other green spaces. It 
was reported in the local newspaper that the commissioners were asking for £25,000 for 
Highgate Wood from Hornsey District Council, who believed it could be worth £40,000 if it 
were sold for building purposes ("The Ham and High" archives). 
Williams convinced the City of London that the Wood required preserving, and on 6 February 
1885, the Ecclesiastical Commission offered it to the City at no charge on condition that it was 
"maintained in perpetuity for the benefit of Londoners". The City acquired the land under the 
Open Spaces Act of 1878 which allowed it to buy un-enclosed land within 25 miles of the City 
for the "recreation and enjoyment of the people of London". The Lord Mayor, Sir John Staples, 
publicly dedicated Highgate Wood (as it became known from that time) as "an Open Space for 
ever" on 30 October 1886, and it has remained in the City’s ownership ever since.  
 
Past visitors: Early – mid 20th century postcards show that it was a popular area to visit at that 
time. One famous visitor at the end of the 19th century was Alfred Houseman, the author of a 
"Shropshire Lad" who lived nearby in North Road. He was moved to write a critical letter to the 
newspapers when the City took over the Wood as he was angry at the removal of many large 
trees. Other notable visitors have included Richard D’Oyly Carte (impresario), Sir Alexander 
Fleming (scientist) and more recently Gracie Fields (entertainer) and Denis Healey (politician). 
 
2.1.2  SITE OF METROPOLITAN IMPORTANCE  
 
The aesthetic value of the Woodland may be judged by the number of visitors. It was estimated 
that there was a large increase in 1993 of visitors, school groups and other interested bodies 
using the Wood. There have been several visitor surveys in 2000 and 2002. This indicated an 
increase in numbers over 1000 per day and a high level of visitor satisfaction was maintained. 
There is a requirement to carry out a more up to date survey. 
 
On 29 October 1990, the London Ecology unit endorsed Highgate Wood's importance by 
including it on the list of Sites of Metropolitan Importance. This was in recognition that 
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Highgate Wood is a site of Significant Nature Conservation within a large area of otherwise 
built up London. 
 
In addition to the above, using Ratcliffe's formula for the systematic evaluation of Woodlands 
(Ratcliffe 1977) it may be concluded that Highgate Wood is of some importance. This is based 
on the following:- 
 
1. Although Highgate Wood is relatively small (70 acres), there is a scarcity of large 

ancient Woods in England: 81% of such sites identified cover less than 50 acres 
(Spencer and Kirby 1991). 

 
2. There are a large number of hornbeam that have re-grown from ancient coppice stools. 
 
4. It is an excellent example of the ancient management practice of coppice with standards. 
 
5. There are good recorded details of the Wood's history. 
 
6. Ancient Woodlands in the south east of England retain rich plant and animal 

communities (Warren 1992). 
 
2.1.3  SITE DEFINITION AND BOUNDARIES  
 
For the purposes of this management plan the site boundaries are those in the ownership of the 
City of London. To the north, west and south west is a disused railway line, owned by London 
Underground. It would be of great value to the Wood if this could be incorporated into the 
Woodland boundary and perhaps this may be pursued in the future.  
 
However, it will be the City's policy to resist any development on all land on the edges of the 
Wood where it is incompatible with its recreational and wildlife objectives. 
 
The eastern boundary of the Wood adjoins Muswell Hill Road, from its junction with the A.1 
(Archway Road) to its junction with Cranley Gardens. Its southern boundary borders residential 
properties on the A.1 (Archway Road) from its junction with Muswell Hill Road to its junction 
with Church Road. 
 
The whole of Highgate Wood is within the N6 and N10 postal districts.
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2.2.2 EVALUATION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES BASED ON THE CRITE RIA  
 AS LISTED IN 2.2.1 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
Highgate Wood is a relatively small area of Woodland, covering approximately 70 acres in a 
large urban location. It was taken over by the City of London because it offered access to 
Woodland for the people of an area of London who would not otherwise have the opportunity to 
do so. There is a smaller Wood on the opposite side of Muswell Hill Road, Queen's Wood, 
within the ownership of Haringey Council. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Highgate Wood offers an opportunity for many people to visit a woodland that has retained the 
character of an ancient coppice with standards as well as gaining access to an open space that 
offers leisure and recreation in a bustling urban environment. Maps of the wood and local 
transport links are provided in written in electronic form. Highgate Wood is part of the Capital 
Ring which is a green footpath surrounding London which has been designated a ‘strategic 
walk’ by the Mayor of London. There is good access for our disabled visitors. 
 
RECORDED HISTORY 
 
Its history is well documented and there are a number of interesting historical points in the 
wood. These include remnants of the only known Roman pottery site within London, and 
evidence of Mesolithic occupation substantiated by a concentration of flint tools and evidence of 
their manufacture (refer to appendix 21). Early earthworks survive, including coppice 
compartment banks and possible prehistoric earthworks. As a result Highgate Wood is now of 
importance historically at national and local levels.  
 
DIVERSITY & RARITY 
 
It is also a site of Metropolitan Interest as it is a site which is of particular significance within a 
large area of otherwise built up London and it contains a diversity of resident flora and fauna, as 
well as offering a resting place for migratory birds. Surveys have established the national 
importance of the wood for deadwood invertebrates.  
 
FACILITIES & FRAGILITY 
 
The number of visitors has also increased in the last few years. Estimates have suggested up to 
8000 visits per day to Highgate Wood during the summer. It is an extremely important leisure 
facility not only for residents in the immediate locality, but also for people visiting London from 
this country and overseas. The Wood has received national coverage in newspapers and 
technical journals, and local publicity with leaflets and posters in Community Centres and 
Libraries in addition to local newspapers and magazines.  
 
NATURALNESS & TYPICALNESS 
 
Its success will undoubtedly bring some problems. Already increased numbers of visitors are 
causing erosion to some areas of the Woodland, and the field area is suffering compaction with 
the erosion. The management plan must underline the importance of balancing the needs of 
providing a safe and enjoyable leisure area with protecting a fragile woodland that is popular 
because it creates a feeling of visiting a ‘natural’ place. This important feature must be  
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protected. It’s character as a Woodland that was managed by the coppice with standards method 
must also be retained as it is of silvicultural and ecological importance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: Wild Service tree  



26 

EDUCATION 
 
The potential for education in Highgate Wood is being realised. In 1993 a policy of approaching 
schools and explaining what was available in Highgate Wood was adopted. As a result many 
schools, sixth form colleges, after school clubs, schools for children with learning difficulties, 
and nursery schools visited the Wood. The children and students were given a guided walk and 
talk on various subjects, and this proved very successful. The sixth form students have adopted 
Highgate Wood as the study subject for their G.C.S.E. in Environmental Studies, and many of 
the other schools have now included a regular visit to the Wood into their pupils National 
Curriculum. During National Tree Week a large number of schools participated in the events 
held in Highgate Wood in 2005, and an estimated 25 schools and further education facilities 
participated in guided walks and events. An annual diary of events was inaugurated in 2001; the 
2006 diary is included in appendix 22. This important aspect of the Wood must be continued.  
 
Additionally the Highgate Wood staff will be a trained and skilful workforce. Training will 
incorporate all aspects of Highgate Wood including arboriculture, wildlife, wood skills and the 
historical features of this ancient woodland. This will ensure a well motivated and competent 
team. 
 
On the understanding that education is a ‘mutual exercise.’ it is proposed that the public will be 
given the opportunity to contribute their knowledge of the wood, in particular its heritage. This 
objective will be achieved by requesting contributions in the Highgate Wood information hut 
and in the Highgate Wood Newsletter. This will commence in January 2007.  
 
INTRINSIC VALUE 
 
In addition to the educational feature of Highgate Wood, it also offers extra curricular activities 
for schools. A number of the smaller establishments in the locality do not have a sports field and 
these have been encouraged to use the facilities in Highgate Wood for informal sports activities. 
The numbers of children involved are increasing and this is in addition to those schools who 
regularly book Highgate Wood sports field for their formal sports day. 
 
Highgate Wood has also become an important amenity for disabled groups. In 1992 and 1993 
the paths were upgraded for wheelchair access and a small car park was built in the centre 
adjacent to the café. This has given disabled visitors the opportunity to visit to the Wood for the 
first time. 
 
RESEARCH & STUDY 
 
Highgate Wood offers an opportunity for study and research on various subjects. A number of 
societies such as the London Bat Group and London Wildlife Trust, and students taking B.Ed., 
M.Sc., degrees, or BTec Diploma courses, have long term research projects within the Wood. 
This includes the study of beetles and moths to be found in the wood. This is a feature that is 
growing in importance. 
 
Wildlife monitoring has been carried out by the staff, and also by local specialists and 
volunteers, and specialist surveys have been commissioned by the City of London. 
 
SPORT & RECREATION 
 
Its importance as an area to walk, jog, enjoy the peace and tranquillity, participate in formal and 
informal sport, or use the popular café or children’s playground, cannot be over emphasised, and 
the introduction of guided walks and talks in 1993, and the launch of a regular newsletter, 
leaflets etc. have increase its importance as a community facility. Recent improvements include 
additional toilet facilities, improved information centre and improved sports facilities. 
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2.2.3  THE SITE IN WIDER PERSPECTIVE AND IMPLICATIO NS  
  FOR MANAGEMENT  
 
As explained in 2.2.2 Highgate Wood is an important oasis for wildlife and this feature must be 
protected. However the principal function of the Wood is as an open space for visitors to enjoy. 
The implications for the management plan are clear. All objectives must be secondary to 
providing a safe and interesting environment for the public. But this principal objective should 
not preclude pursuing a policy that preserves the character of Highgate Wood (i.e. an ancient 
hornbeam coppice with oak standards) and enhances its ecological value. This should include 
the immediate area surrounding the woodland. An example is the consultation with the TFL and 
their contractors on the neighbouring Northern Line. This reduced the impact on the woodland 
of a major development and encouraged the introduction of important, enhanced wildlife habitat. 
 
To establish the importance of Highgate Wood ecology, a number of surveys have been carried 
out since 1985. The results may be found in appendix 4 (moths), appendix 5 (spiders) appendix 
6 (Fungi) appendix 7 (lichen) and appendix 8 (beetles in a limited habitat-bramble under oak). 
 
The results have been good, and the surveys will continue. 
 
2.2.4         HERITAGE 
 
Highgate Wood contains important features that demonstrate its heritage significance. 
Mesolithic flint tools that have been found in the wood since the 1960’s have been archived in 
the museum of London. 
 
There are substantial but so far undated multiple earthworks across the wood which could be 
Iron Age. During February and March 1998, the Museum of London Archaeology Service 
undertook the survey of two of these earthworks, the results of which are available. 
 
The University of London regularly uses these earthworks for coursework. (This will be 
encouraged) 
 
A Roman pottery site, producing pottery between AD 50 – 150, was discovered in the woods 
and investigated during the 1960’s and 1970’s. This is the only known Roman pottery site 
within Greater London. The excavation records are archived at the Museum of London. There 
are booklets available, free of charge, which details the archaeological dig. 
 
The wood is shown on maps as having been part of the Bishop of London’s hunting park at 
Hornsey. The tree species composition of the wood may reflect this. 
 
There are traces / remains of ancient woodland management in the form of coppice (Hornbeam) 
with standards (Oak) including a number of Hornbeam stools of considerable age and coppice 
compartment banks. There is also the evidence of an old layered hedge adjacent to the 
playground. Evidence exists in topography of the western area of Highgate Wood, of early 
gravel extraction, reflecting its earlier name of Gravel Pit Wood. 
 
More recent features are: a drinking fountain provided in 1887 by friends of Highgate Wood, 
and Second World War barrage balloon anchor points which may be seen on the playing fields 
during dry conditions. Because of the importance of Highgate Wood’s heritage, these features 
will be protected for the enjoyment of future generations. 
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Figure 6: Historic earthwork struc ture  
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2.2.5 THE VISION 

 
Highgate Wood is an ancient woodland. This is substantiated in the records held at the Guildhall 
archives. Its character reflects the ancient management practise of coppice with standards. In 
Highgate Wood the species coppiced were Hornbeam which are shade tolerant, and the species 
allowed to grow to their ‘standard size’ were English Oak. The management regime, (practised 
for centuries) produced wood for various uses which included naval timber. This has resulted in 
many multi – stemmed Hornbeam and single – stemmed English Oak located throughout the 
woodland. This character will be preserved for future generations and will be preserved with 
regular coppicing and selective felling in appropriate areas. 
 
However, for many, Highgate Wood is also an important leisure and amenity facility. It is also 
increasing in popularity, proven in visitor survey undertaken in the wood. This popularity will be 
encouraged by offering first class facilities and an opportunity to enjoy an area of tranquillity 
and an open space that can be enjoyed for it wildlife. A network of paths will be maintained to 
allow access to visitors of all ages and abilities. 
 
The wildlife and conservation value of the woodland has been recognised including the award of 
a Site of Metropolitan Importance. Much of the wildlife is rare and protected. Conserving this is 
an important objective. Efforts will continue to be made to conserve and enhance the wildlife 
value of Highgate Wood with such management techniques as dead – hedging, natural fracture 
pruning and installation of bat boxes. 
 
The heritage value for Highgate Wood must also be protected. Its true value is not understood 
and professional surveys will be undertaken to identify and research important characteristics. 
The earthworks and other features continue to be preserved. 
 
Highgate Wood is surrounded by a large, built up area of London. Therefore it offers excellent 
opportunities for education and interpretation. The response to the education and interpretation 
facilities in recent years has proven to be very successful. These facilities include guided walks, 
an information centre, diary of events and opportunities for study. This will be maintained and 
co-operation with the local authority and Hampstead Heath will be explored. 
 
Highgate Wood as an open space is a valuable resource. It is a management objective to 
preserve and enhance its value for the enjoyment of future generations. The overall vision of 
Highgate Wood will require careful and sensitive planning so that a satisfactory balance can be 
achieved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 

 
HIGHGATE WOOD & GLOBAL WARMING – THE FUTURE 
 
Evidence continues to mount that climate change is occurring. Climate change will have far 
reaching effects on the world’s economy, society and the environment. Already certain pests that 
are normally found in warmer climates (e.g.: The Processionary Moth and the Asian Longhorn 
Beetle) have been discovered in the UK. The Stern Report of 2006 suggests 40% of the world’s 
species would face extinction if temperatures rose by 2 degrees centigrade. Investigation by the 
UN also indicates that 30% of global warming is due to deforestation emphasising the 
importance of trees and woodland. 
 
Global warming has also seen resident pests and diseases increasing in numbers and length of 
seasonal effect. This has resulted in the loss of mature trees already under stress from drought 
conditions. The problem is exasperated in that many of these mature trees contain cavities which 
are important wildlife habitat. Habitat creation for whole nesting species should be considered if 
there is an increased loss of mature trees with cavities, such as Oak and outside the wood, Horse 
Chestnut. 
 
The above indicates that indigenous species of trees such as Oak and Hornbeam, will be 
threatened in the future. However, the future management philosophy for Highgate Wood is 
likely to remain much as before and important management objective will be to maintain the 
woodland as Oak standards with Hornbeam Coppice. The substitution of these species of trees 
with species that are more tolerant of a warmer climate such as the Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) and the False Acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia) is, of course, not acceptable. 
 
Our regular consultation with visitors and user groups has proven that few are dissatisfied with 
the status quo and consequently few would welcome any major change in the character and 
appearance of Highgate Wood. In addition it is a very important area for wildlife (as 
demonstrated by its status as a Site of Metropolitan Importance) and improves the environment 
of an otherwise built up area of London (Haringey). 
 
To face the challenge of global warming in the future is an important consideration. To maintain 
an Oak and Hornbeam canopy may require serious consideration to future seed provenance. The 
distinguished dendronologist, Oliver Rackham, suggests that seed collected from areas that 
experience a Mediterranean climate would be better suited to our future climate. This suggestion 
may be investigated in the future if required. 
 
Future management of Highgate Wood will continue to monitor the health of its trees and will 
take into consideration climate change influences that may affect silvicultural practises so that 
the woodland character is maintained. All information and experience will be shared with 
similar organisations such as other NLOS, LTOA etc. Trees in areas that suffer run off or water 
logging (e.g. north west area of field close to the Northern Line) will require particular attention. 
This will include planting of species more suitable to these conditions such as native Poplar, and 
avoiding less tolerant species such as Rowan. 
 
In addition certain measures already introduced (e.g. rainwater harvesting, drought resistant 
plants for the café area and benches located in the shade of trees) other measures will be 
investigated (e.g. grey water recycling). 
 
One area that requires special monitoring is the section of woodland outside Highgate Wood’s 
boundary, adjacent to the old railway tunnel. In this area are a number of birch that are suffering 
from drought stress. This will result in an eventual loss of a tree cover that is an important 
feature for bats using the tunnels. 
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Figure 7: Conservation area 6 in 2004  
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CHAPTER 3.1 WORK SCHEDULED PER COMPARTMENT 
 
 
3.1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Woodland has been broken down into compartments for easier management. Often these 
compartments have been named and these will be shown where they exist. 
 
Small clearings of 0.5 acre have since 1977, been cut in the Woodland and fenced off to prevent 
access, and this has continued to be cut every 5 years. The purpose of this work is as follows:- 
 
1. To allow the Woodland to regenerate and thus guarantee its survival. 
 
2. Promote an uneven aged canopy which increases the variety of wildlife. 
 
3. Confirms the character of Highgate Wood by removing certain species during the 

thinning operations. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
All the above objectives remain important. 
 
It was the adopted policy not to completely clear all the trees within these 0.5 acres areas. A few 
of the older oaks and hornbeams were retained, and these will be allowed to grow on to over- 
maturity. This will also be the policy in all new clearings for ecological reasons. 
 
Very little coppicing has been carried out in Highgate Wood since the beginning of the 20th 
Century. Coppicing did not appear to be part of the City's management practice and, until 1977, 
the stumps of any felled trees were often grubbed out. (There are no plans to re-introduce this 
unnecessary and destructive practice). As a result there is an absence of regenerated areas that 
have been re-coppiced since the City acquired Highgate Wood. Future management plans will 
include re-coppicing old hornbeam stools where the opportunity exists for ecological and 
historical reasons. 
 
 
3.1.2 THE EXISTING COMPARTMENT AND WORK AREAS  (see map 3) 
 
COMPARTMENT 1  
 
A half acre compartment, located in the south east of the Wood was created in the winter of 
1991-1992. The natural regeneration is good and has been supplemented by transplants of the 
wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis) taken from suckers found in Highgate Wood. There were 
nine transplanted in the winter of 1992-1993 and six have survived. 
 
The trees became fully established in 1997. The fence was removed in the winter period 2001-
2002. 
 
The first thinning was commenced in the winter period 1999-2000, carrying out a crown thin by 
selecting the pioneer species such as birch (Betula pendula) for removal, favouring oak 
(Quercus robur) and hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) as the final species. The compartment will 
require inspection every year to decide when further thinning operations will be required. 
Exotics such as sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) will be controlled. 
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COMPARTMENT 2  
 
A half acre compartment in the south west of the Wood adjacent to the playground was created 
in 1987. It is now a thicket containing a variety of species and a family of foxes has successfully 
bred in the undergrowth. A retained, mature oak contains a Kestrel box that was adopted by a 
pair in the 1993 breeding season, that is now gone. There is now a bat hibernation box and 
another roosting box on the tree. 
 
The first thinning was carried out in 1994, again favouring the retention of oak, hornbeam and 
one wild service tree. A yearly inspection will determine subsequent thinning. The fence will be 
retained around this compartment as this small area offers a refuge for wildlife away from visitor 
interference. A small pond has been created to produce an environmental variation. 
 
COMPARTMENT 3  
 
This half acre compartment is known as the `Centenary Circle' and was cleared in 1982. In 
addition to the natural regeneration established in this compartment a number of trees were 
planted. These included six oaks (Quercus robur), six hazels (Corylus avellana), one Swedish 
whitebeam (Sorbus intermedia), one sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa), one red oak (Quercus 
rubra) and one chestnut leaved oak (Quercus castaneifolia). The exotics will not be removed as 
they offer a curiosity value and a small variation (their numbers are too limited to cause any 
ecological damage). 
 
The fence was removed in 1993 and the first thinning operations carried out in 1992-1993. In 
addition, the hazel was coppiced in 1994, 1999 and 2004. Regular annual inspections will 
identify future thinning and coppicing requirements, with the oak and hornbeam favoured. The 
hazel will require coppicing every 5 years. Sycamores and Norway maple (Acer platanoides) 
will be removed and controlled. Many hornbeam were pollarded due to squirrel damage, and to 
favour the Oak development. Hazel was planted in 2002 / 2003. 
 
COMPARTMENT 4  
 
This half acre was cleared in the winter period 1976-77 it is now in the pole stage of 
development and contains a variety of species. Thinning operations have regularly been carried 
out the most recent in the winter of 2005-06. Oak and hornbeam are already becoming the 
dominant species. Exotics will be controlled, particularly sycamore. Hornbeam, Birch, Beech 
and Oak have suffered from squirrel damage resulting in some fatalities. 
 
COMPARTMENT 5  
 
This work area of approximately four acres is known as the Bird Sanctuary. It is an area 
containing prolific growth of holly and consequently does not receive the number of visitors that 
other sections of the Wood receive. This has resulted in less ground and vegetation erosion and 
the emergence of a greater variety of natural regeneration (including wild service tree suckers). 
 
This regeneration should be encouraged. However a balance between the holly and regeneration 
must be maintained. The removal of too much holly would allow greater visitor penetration into 
the area with a subsequent loss of vegetation and more erosion experienced. However if the 
holly is not controlled it would completely cover the ground eventually and the natural 
regeneration would not survive. By 2005 / 2006 the holly was not as vigorous and so control is 
no longer required. This situation will be monitored. 
 
In 2005, and dead-hedge was created around part of the earthworks on the northern side of the 
compartment, and some Hornbeam were reduced to allow light to the Oaks and wild service 
tree. In 2005 – 2006 tawny owls are breeding in this area. 
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Any cutting should be carried out in winter so that wildlife will not be disturbed and the debris 
stacked on the floor to offer habitats for birds. (Sparrowhawks, Accipiter nisus have successfully 
nested in this compartment since 1995). 
 
In 2005 operations to open up the canopy were commenced. The area will be monitored to 
decide when a similar operation will be repeated. There has been squirrel damage to Hornbeams 
and this may result in losses. 
 
A small area close to the earthworks will have a re-introduction of the ancient management 
method practised in the wood (i.e. coppice-with-standards). This will be of historical interest and 
will be beneficial to wildlife. This operation will be carried out in 2012 within future 
compartment 4B (please refer to work scheduled in 3.1.3) 
 
The young trees may require thinning, and whenever necessary. Regular inspection will decide 
this. 
 
Exotic species will be controlled. 
 
COMPARTMENT 6  
 
This is an area of approximately 1390 m². It is a small plantation of willow (Salix alba), and it is 
estimated that they were planted in 1972. The compartments location is at the south west section 
of the sports field adjacent the old railway line. The ground is extremely wet as it is at the base 
of the slope that runs from east to west, from the café down to the railway line. This small group 
of willows has several functions:- 
 
 1.  Only a species such as willow would tolerate such wet conditions. 
  
 2.  It provides an excellent feature from the playing fields and café, and at the  
   same time hides the railway and industrial buildings that are close to the Wood 
   adjacent to Archway Road. 
 
For this reason it is desirable to continue this belt of trees species. Unfortunately some 
individuals are displaying symptoms of infection from honey fungus (Armillaria spp.) and this 
will reduce their life expectancy. The normal safe useful life expectancy of willow is 50-70 
years (Helliwell: 1993) and consequently it is vital to plan now for their ultimate removal so that 
the feature is maintained. The compartment has been divided into two sub compartments. 
 
SUB-COMPARTMENT 6A  
 
The southern half of the plantation was fenced in the winter of 1992-93 and under planted with 
willow and other species. It is planned to weed around the young trees until they are established, 
in 1996-97. The fence will be allowed to break down.  
 
The majority of the mature specimens have been pollarded. A number have died and these have 
been felled and the timber left in situ. All the original trees will probably have been removed by 
2012. The new planting required beating up in the 1994-95 planting season. The ground cover 
now is primarily bramble and this is encouraged for wildlife reasons and to discourage trespass 
on the adjacent railway line. 
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Figure 8: Conservation Area 6 in 2003  
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SUB-COMPARTMENT 6B 
 
The northern half of the plantation. This was under planted and fenced one year after sub-
compartment 6a (winter period 1993-94). Therefore it will require all works to be deferred until 
one year after 6a, finishing in 2013. The new planting required beating up in the 1995-96 
planting season. 
 
In 1995 both sub-compartments were additionally planted with blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and 
alder buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula) donated by London Underground who had removed many 
trees from the old railway line when they reopened it in the preceding summer. Their 
management has been included with the existing willows, which have been partially pollarded. 
 
COMPARTMENT 7  
 
This is a small (less than 0.5 acre) area located in the centre of the Wood, close to the main path 
that links the disabled car park with the children’s playground. It was a clearing cut into the 
Wood in approximately 1975-76, and planted in straight lines in traditional forestry style with 
oak. The result does not give an attractive appearance and the trees were heavily thinned in the 
winter of 1994-95 so that it is less formal and the straight lines are broken up. This will allow it 
to blend into the Woodland and give a more natural shape to this small compartment. 
Subsequent thinning has taken place up to 2005 – 2006, and this management objective has been 
achieved. It was underplanted with Hazel and Briar Rose in 2001 – 2002. 
 
3.1.3  FUTURE WORK AREAS AND COMPARTMENTS 
 
The majority of Highgate Wood is outside the few existing working areas and compartments 
discussed in 3.1.2. There will be a requirement to create new compartments in the woodland to 
maintain its character and to alleviate specific problems such as compaction and erosion which 
prevents natural re-generation. There is a variety of conditions in the Wood and these are quite 
obvious. For instance some areas were fenced off in the past and under-planted. However, this 
under-planting had a mixed success because the canopy was not opened up to allow their 
development. This has resulted in patches where the woodland has quite a density of young trees 
especially beech, (Fagus sylvatica) and others where there are very few surviving. It should be 
noted that the silvicultural requirements of oak are such that it may tolerate some shade in its 
early stages, but is less shade tolerant as it develops. In addition sections of Highgate Wood have 
not been planted or fenced, and large areas are showing signs of erosion because they are more 
accessible or more attractive to visitors. This problem is further compounded by the increase in 
Highgate Wood's popularity during recent years. 
 
From examination of the woodland’s condition it must be concluded that the creation of half 
acre compartments every 5 years will not be sufficient to safeguard Highgate Wood's survival in 
its present form. It is recommended that the management plan be amended so that it takes into 
account the above factors and the stated objective that the oak and hornbeam predominance is 
maintained. The method of achievement must be influenced by the other objective of providing 
an attractive and safe public open space. The following factors were taken into account:- 
 
 1.  The area under Woodland is approximately 60 acres. 
 
 2.  The safe useful life expectancy of oak is approximately 200-300 years and 

hornbeam 150-200 years (Helliwell 1993). 
 
From the above, it is recommended that the size of the clearings should be increased to 0.75 acre 
every five years. This would require reviewing after twenty years to gauge its success. 
Judgement must then be made to decide whether future clearances should be increased in area, 
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remain at 0.75 acre or revert to half acres. With the majority of the trees in Highgate Wood now 
exceeding 100 years, this increase in clearance size is the best method of achieving a proper 
spread of age classes. 
 
 
The criteria for choosing the areas to fell should be:- 
 
 1.  Weak areas where the trees are declining and there is little or no regeneration. 
 
 2.  Where possible in areas where there is less access by visitors or which are 

hidden behind a screen of mature trees. 
 
The work commenced with the clearance in winter 1996-97. The next area followed in 2001 – 
2002. The next two areas will follow in 2006 – 2007 and 2011 – 2012. Please refer to map no. 4. 
A work appraisal review should occur in 2016 to decide its success. The clearances should 
require fencing for no more than 10 years so that visitors would only be refused access to 1.5 
acres at a time. Any dangerous trees would of course be removed, although the trunks of a few 
dead oak should remain standing to provide a habitat for the beetle Agrilus panoicus. A selection 
of the remaining mature oak should decide which few individuals may be retained, and allowed 
to become over-mature and the remainder felled and the debris stacked to provide wildlife 
shelter. The hornbeam and any mature hazel should be coppiced, which again will benefit 
wildlife and will reflect the ancient management practice of "coppice with standards", (this will 
be of particular educational value). These will require re-coppicing every 10-15 years in areas 
specified. The coppice would also act as a nurse for natural regeneration (Forestry Authority 
guidelines for broadleaf Woodlands). 
 
Where any natural regeneration or younger trees already exist in the proposed clearances, they 
will be incorporated. After felling, natural regeneration should be encouraged by judicial 
weeding (mechanical, not pesticides). If the regeneration is poor, transplanting from other areas 
in the Wood where it is prolific should be carried out. Planting of 2 + 2 transplants may be 
introduced, but natural regeneration is preferred. Oak and hornbeam will be the dominant 
species, although other natives, such as rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and birch (Betula pendula) 
will be tolerated in small numbers. Hazel (Corylus avellana) will also be encouraged. 
 
Depending on the success rate of the regeneration, thinning will probably commence eight years 
after felling. However, annual inspection will decide this. All operations will be biased towards 
an oak and hornbeam final crop. 
 
Notices should be erected in the clearances explaining to visitors why the work has been carried 
out so that any apprehension over the tree felling may be allayed. 
 
The four initial .75 acre clearances have been identified as follows:- 
 
(Refer to Map 4) 
 
AREA 1 
 
This area was felled and coppiced in the winter period 1996-97. It is situated close to the Lodge 
and Onslow Gate and it is an area of heavy erosion as visitors use it as a short cut from Onslow 
Gate to the café and playing fields. Consequently there was very little regeneration (although 
there were a few young beech) and poor undergrowth. The mature oak and hornbeam were 
generally unhealthy and stag-headed. There was also little wildlife as it was an area constantly 
disturbed by visitors. 
 
When a fence was erected the public were forced to stay on the official, hard paths. There were 
several early mature oak that were retained with the young beech. Weeding continued until 



40 

2002, and thinning will commence when necessary (probably in 2010). The Hornbeam coppice 
growth has suffered squirrel damage. Hazel planting occurred in 2000. The fence will be 
removed in 2006-2007.  
 
AREA 2 
 
This area will present the biggest problem in that it will be the most sensitive to work in. It is 
narrow and is located in the east of the Wood, close to the Lodge between Church Path and New 
Gate entrance. Therefore it has boundaries adjoining two major paths. 
 
Except for a small band close to Church Path in the centre, regeneration is absent. There are two 
reasons for this. 
 
 1.  As it is close to two paths and the New Gate entrance, the large number of 

visitors are causing extensive erosion and damage to the undergrowth. 
 
 2.  There is a large population of multi-stemmed hornbeam in this area and they 

are creating heavy shade.  
 
There is a small amount of holly, and one of the Wood's mature wild service trees is in the south 
of this area. 
 
There are fewer oaks on this site than on the three other areas and, in view of the sensitivity of 
cutting a clearance in this location, it should not be necessary to remove any. The canopy should 
be sufficiently opened up if the hornbeam only were coppiced. The holly will require controlling 
and this work will be incorporated into the annual weeding programme until the natural 
regeneration is of an adequate size. The mature wild service tree will, of course, be retained. 
 
The area was coppiced in 2002 period, and will be re-coppiced every 3-15 years depending on 
species and location to encourage tree species which are less shade tolerant, encourage ground 
flora diversity and a more open habitat beneficial to invertebrates and species diversity, and 
maintain a laid hedge as a feature and wildlife refuge. 
 
2002 - 2005: coppicing and pollarding Hornbeam creating a log stack habitat for invertebrates, 
                      ground stratification, wild flower seed sowing, control bramble, invertebrate and 
                      mammal surveys, hedge planting and management, planted Oak standards and 
                      wildflower plugs.  
 
2006 – 2009: Continuation of above and ongoing flora / fauna monitoring and recording.  
 
2006: Commence a coppice regime of 30%. 
 
2010 – 2013: Continuation of above 30% again. 
 
2010 – 2014: Coppice a further 30% 
 
2014: Coppice another 30% and if needed we will allow some of the Hornbeam to remain as    
           mature trees. 
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Figure 9: Bluebell area  
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AREA 3 
 
This is located in the western section of the Wood, situated between the field and the existing 
work area, compartment 4. Again it suffers heavy pedestrian erosion and there is very little 
natural regeneration due to dense shade. It also contains a magnificent oak tree that tawny owls 
have successfully bred in for a number of years. As a result their young will be able to fledge 
woth fewer disturbances but will be easily viewed from the perimeter. The close proximity of a 
recently worked compartment will also give a useful comparision and provide diverse ecotones. 
 
The clearing will be cut 20 metres into the Wood from the the sports field so that the felled area 
will not be obvious from the field itself.  
 
The work should commence in the winter of 2006-2007. The majority of the hornbeam will be 
coppiced, selected oaks will be retained (for ecological reasons) and others will be pollarded. A 
percentage of the holly will require controlling in this area in addition to the normal weeding 
operations. Chemical control, however, is not necessary or desired. The timimg of thinning 
procedures will be decided after regular inspection. 
 
AREA 4a 
 
This is located in the south east section of the Wood. It is adjacent to Coronation Cottages and is 
a narrow belt of trees parallel to Archway Road. This would require slightly modified works. 
Tree work would commence in 2012 and no fence would be erected. 
 
Because of its location, it is not regularly visited by the public. It is a narrow area with no exit on 
three of its sides. However it adjoins the busy official path from Gypsy Gate to Archway and the 
playground. It has also received some attention in the past so that there is some mixed natural 
regeneration (oak, birch, rowan, hornbeam and ash, (Fraxinus excelsior) already present. In 
addition a number of exotic conifers including grand fir (Abies grandis) and western hemlock 
(Tsuga heterophylla) have been planted. The area serves as a screen to the buildings on 
Archway Road. It is intended in this area that the canopy will be opened up around existing 
natural re-generation (primarily Oak and Hornbeam) to allow it to develop to it full potential. 
The mature Hazel is probably too far developed to allow coppicing. 
 
AREA 4b 
 
This is located in the northwest section of the wood and contains part of the earthworks, refer to 
map 1. It is between two major paths that lead to Bridge Gate. It is a heavily trampled area, and 
the earthworks are suffering as a consequence. The objective in this area is slightly different in 
that the purpose of the work is to preserve an important historical feature and to allow natural re-
generation in selected areas only (not on earthworks itself).This will be a smaller area than 
normal and will be protected with a dead-hedge rather than a fence. 
 
This work will be undertaken in the winter period of 2011 – 2012. The area will be monitored to 
ensure that natural re-generation does not occur on the earthworks and the dead-hedge will be 
maintained. 
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3.1.4  THE REVIEW 
 
After the creation of the final area in 2012 the review in 2016 must judge the merit of increasing 
the clearances from 0.5 acre to 0.75 acre. If the Woodland appears to be losing its character and 
undergrowth quicker than the natural regeneration is replacing it, a decision will be required to 
modify the management plan as follows:- 
 
 1.  To increase the size of the clearings. 
 
 2.  To maintain 0.75 acre clearings but reduce the cycle from 5 years to 3 or 4 

years. 
 
If the 0.75 acre clearings are successful at maintaining the status quo, it may be that a decision to 
reduce them back to 0.5 acre on an experimental basis may be adopted. 
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Figure 10: Stag Beetle log pile 2004  
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CHAPTER 3.2 ADDITIONAL OBJECTIVES  
 
3.2.1  SAFETY  
 
The safety and welfare of the visiting public will always be of paramount importance in the 
City's management plan. For this reason the trees will be regularly inspected by experienced 
personnel. The woodland will be split into segments and the trees within that segment will be 
inspected in detail. This will be carried out regularly, but at least twice per year, and 
additionally, after any gales. Particular attention must be given to those trees close to paths, and 
those within falling distance of the public highway adjacent to Highgate Wood (Muswell Hill 
Road). The clearance above Muswell Hill Road must also be checked to ensure that the trees 
comply with the appropriate Highways Acts. The woodland is sectioned into priority zones to  
reflect visitor usage. Zone 1 is the area of highest usage, Zone 2 is the area of medium usage, 
and Zone 3 is all other areas. Please refer to the plan in appendix 23. Zone 1 will receive 
inspections twice per year and after every severe storm, Zone 2 will receive annual and after 
every severe storm, Zone 3 will be inspected every 2 years and after every severe storm. 
Inspections records will be kept. 
 
If any trees constitute a danger they must be removed. However, if tree surgery will abate the 
danger this should be carried out by qualified staff to BS 3998: 1989. All tree work other than 
emergencies will be carried out outside the bird nesting season where possible. The City of 
London’s health and safety policy, incorporating all relevant health and safety regulations will 
be incorporated into the management of this site. 
 
3.2.2  ENCOURAGING WILDLIFE  
 
The natural aspect of Highgate Wood will be maintained. Although it is not in a conservation 
area, it is an important wildlife refuge and the management plan will reflect this importance. 
 
Wherever possible, dead trees will be retained standing and trees with cavities will not be 
removed as they offer a variety of wildlife habitat. Fallen trees, branches and timber will not be 
removed and smaller debris will be stacked, and leaves will not be cleared except from the 
footpaths and playground. This policy will be adhered to except for safety considerations or 
other reasons such as the control of fireblight (Erwina amylavora). 
 
Wildlife will be encouraged and the practice of constructing bat and bird boxes, and locating 
them in the Wood (see map 5) will continue. The number of bird species visiting Highgate 
Wood is increasing and in 1993 included the rare Golden Oriole. Seven species of bat have been 
identified in Highgate Wood and these are the 2 species of Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) 
and (Pipistrelle Pygmaeus), the Noctule (Nyctalus noctula), the long-eared (Plecotus auritus), 
the Natterer's (Myotis nattereri), the Daubentons (Myotis Daubentons) and the fairly rare 
Leislers (Nyctalus leisleri). Several of the bat boxes are being used. Unfortunately it will be 
necessary to control the number of Grey Squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis) which have increased 
dramatically. They are causing some damage to the hornbeam and a number of species of trees, 
and are continually invading the constructed bird boxes, especially the Kestrel and Owl boxes. 
Their numbers must be controlled or other wildlife and flora will suffer. 
 
The flora of Highgate Wood is quite varied and is appreciated by the visitors. Where it exists it 
will be protected not only for its appearance but also as a wildlife habitat. For instance, foxes 
have regularly bred in several areas where the undergrowth is dense. In 1993 a policy of raising 
wildflowers from seed and introducing them into parts of the Woodland where flora is poor was 
adopted. This policy will be pursued and amongst the varieties successfully introduced have 
included Oxlip (Primula elatior), Red Campion (Silene dioica) and Primrose (Primula vulgaris). 
In addition native ferns were reintroduced into the Wood commencing in 1996. The invasive 
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Japanese Knotweed (Convolvulus cuspidatum) which is found in a small area adjacent Archway 
Gate is controlled. 
Insects and invertebrates will be encouraged by the policy of stacking debris and retaining dead 
Wood in the Woodland. The success of this policy may be measured by referring to the 
increased numbers of Lepidoptera observed in Highgate Wood since a regular record was 
maintained. The total number of moths recorded in the Highgate Wood moth trap up to 2005 
was 283 (see appendix 4). This number shows an increase on previous years, and the population 
of most of these species are also increasing. The monitoring with the use of moth traps, etc. will  
continue. In addition, the monitoring of invertebrates found in Highgate Wood has been carried 
out over many years (refer to appendix 5 and 9) 
 
3.2.3  WORKING WITH OUTSIDE GROUPS 
 
It is an important aspect of the management plan that improvements will be introduced wherever 
possible. These improvements will be introduced and monitored to confirm that the desired 
result is being achieved, and both the ecological and amenity aspects of Highgate Wood will be 
examined. 
 
To achieve targets, outside groups will be consulted and their opinions and advice will be invited 
as follows:- 
 
 1.  Amenity 
 
 The current policy of twice yearly Joint Consultative Committee meetings with 

interested parties (e.g. The Highgate Society, local Conservation Societies etc.) will 
continue as they comprise representatives of local residents and regular visitors. 
Therefore they will reflect the views and wishes of many people who enjoy the amenities 
of Highgate Wood. 

 
 It will also be policy to consult other parties to ascertain their views. As an example the 
 City of London Disabled Access Group were consulted in 1993 for their advice on 
 improving Highgate Wood's access for the disabled. They have prepared a report and 
 many of the recommendations have been implemented. 
 
 2.  Ecology 
 

Highgate Wood's wildlife continues to increase both in number and variety. 
Representatives of the following organisations have visited and a wealth of information 
and experience has been gained:- 

 
 London Wildlife Trust London Natural History Society 
 London Bat Group London Tree Officers Association 
 

This exchange of information with relevant organisations has continued, including 
meeting with the Bat Conservation Trust, Arboricultural Association, the Royal Forestry 
Society, London Bat Group, the Tree Council, other City of London open Spaces and 
other local authorities. We will continue this exchange of information. 
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Figure 11: Wood art demonstration in 2004  
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3.2.4  EDUCATION 
 
The educational use of Highgate Wood will be promoted. This will be achieved by a number of 
methods. 
 
 1.  Create liaison groups with schools. This has already proved successful. The 

Wood becomes an integral part of the school year in that the class visit 
regularly and a member of staff becomes a part of their class work or project. 

 
 2.  Allow school parties and other children’s groups to visit on a more informal 

basis and to provide educational assistance if required. 
 
 3.  Assist undergraduates and higher education students with project work. 
 
 4.  Assist children who use Highgate Wood for national curriculum work (e.g. 

G.C.S.E. Environmental Studies) 
 
 5.  Hold regular, well advertised, guided walks. 
 
 6.  Give guided walks where requested. 
 
 7.  Allow specific organisations (e.g. London Bat Group) to hold meetings in the 

Wood. 
 
 8.  Provide guide books and other informative literature. 
 
 9.  Provide signs to inform about habitat, management, etc. 
 
 10. Provide an interpretation centre for visitors. 
 

11. Provide two nature trails (commenced spring 1995), which will be replaced 
with two different trails in 2007. 

 
 12. Provide a regularly updated web page. 
 
 
3.2.5  OTHER ACTIVITIES  
 
1.  SPORT 
 
 The sports field in the centre of Highgate Wood is an important and popular feature. It is 

approximately 6½ acres in size and used on a formal and informal basis. Formally, two 
football teams play on the field every week-end during the winter, and two cricket teams 
in the summer. In addition there are cricket nets located in the North West area of the 
field. During the summer, a small number of local schools hire the fields for their 
organised sports day. All these activities bring in a small income. 

 
 During the week a number of local schools that do not possess sports grounds use the 

field for informal games. 
 
 The provision of this facility will continue. However, many sections of the field are 

showing evidence of erosion. In 1992 a system of repair and feeding was commenced on 
the sports field and this will be continued. Improvements are being achieved. Its 
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condition will be monitored regularly. There is a separate management plan for the 
sports field (see appendix 18) 

 
2. PLAYGROUND 
 
 Highgate Wood's playground is an excellent facility as proven by its high commendation 

received from a national newspaper that sponsored a playground competition in 1991. It 
is used by visitors and school parties throughout the year. Two attendants are employed 
to supervise the playground and their appointment has proved successful at reducing 
vandalism and is popular with parents. Both attendants are trained in first aid. 

 
 It is inspected every morning before opening and in-depth safety maintenance is carried 

out once a week. In addition independent inspectors visit the site every twelve months. It 
will be necessary to continue these stringent safety precautions as the popularity of the 
playground increases. Replacement play items and landscaping will be introduced to the 
playground when it becomes necessary to remove older items due to wear or 
deterioration. A toilet block was built into the playground during the winter period 
1996/97. The trees within the playground area are closely monitored. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12: Playarea  
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3. CAFÉ 
  
 The café is located at the north-east boundary of the field. It is open all year and the 

gardens are maintained by the City staff. It is a formal garden and it creates an excellent 
screen around the café. This screen will be maintained and all future work must have this 
objective. Forthcoming planting and installation of hanging baskets etc will attempt to 
contribute to the historic character of the site. This will commence in January 2007. At 
the time of the report's publication, the café was leased from the City. 

 
4. SUSTAINABILITY  
 
 Highgate Wood will be managed in a sustainable manner as possible. This will include 

services, communication, recycling, transport and equipment, working operation and 
health and fitness. Please refer to appendix 26 (A Sustainable Highgate Wood). 

 
5.         HERITAGE 
 

Preserving Highgate Wood’s heritage features for the benefit of future generations is an 
important objective. Any future large scale excavations will be in consultation with The 
London and Middlesex Archaeological Society and The Museum of London should any 
groundswork be proposed which may impact on existing features or be likely to uncover 
new ones. Strong links have been forged with the GLA Biodiversity team through the 
ecologists. This will be maintained. The possibility of scheduling of the Mesolithic 
earthworks will be investigated in the winter of 2006 / 07. 
 
The earthworks will be protected by dead-hedging around exposed sections in the winter 
of 2006 / 07, and where possible tree regeneration will be controlled. Regeneration 
around one area of the Roman pottery kiln will be controlled so that its remains may be 
visable to the public. Regeneration and regrowth in these areas in and around the 
Mesolithic and Roman sites which have not been excavated will also be controlled, to be 
sure that any remaining archaeological deposits or remains will not be damaged by roots 
and will survive for future archaeological study.  
 
New education booklets informing of Highgate Wood’s heritage features and its history 
will be available to the public free of charge from April 2007. 
 
Relic – hunting by metal detectionists will be strictly prohibited, to protect the 
archaeological evidence for future generations, and offenders carrying out such activities 
will be prosecuted. 
 
The tree species composition that reflects the use of the wood as a hunting park and 
ancient management woodland will be maintained where possible and the coppiced 
stools and the compartment banks will be protected. Other heritage features will be 
monitored and protected. 
 
The historical importance of Highgate Wood’s built environment must also be taken into 
consideration. This will include the grade 2 listed lodge which will be maintained to an 
excellent standard, all works undertaken will be sympathetic to the existing features. It 
will also include the drinking fountain, installed in the 1880’s, which will be maintained 
in a good working order. 
 
All future restoration work encompassing both woodland and building works will be 
informed by good conservation / heritage practise. This policy will be produced with 
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assistance from the City of London’s Technical Services Department. A section of this 
department specialises in heritage structures. 
 
In 2007 a new event will be included in the Diary of Events. Demostrations of ancient 
woodland crafts will be presented in Highgate Wood to illustrate how this type activity 
occurred historically.   
 

6.         THE POLICY FOR LITTER, VANDALISM & DOG F OULING   
  
 The importance of presenting a clean, safe and healthy open space cannot be over 

emphasised. We want our visitors to have an enjoyable and pleaseureable experience on 
every occasion. This experience will not be enjoyable if the woodland is not clear of 
litter and dog waste or is in a state of disrepair due to vandalism. 

 
 To achieve this objective litter clearance will be undertaken on a daily basis and 

increased during the busy period (e.g. bank holidays etc). Wherever possible the keepers 
will carry out the task of separating recyclable products from other litter. Recycling 
containers will be available in the centre of the wood.  

  
 In common with other open spaces Highgate Wood does experience problems of dog 

waste. However visitors who use the wood to exercise their dogs are to be welcomed. 
Consequently, to amemliorate the impact of this problem a number of measures have 
been introduced. These include a change to the by laws requiring owners to clean up dog 
waste from the playing fields and footpaths and requiring dogs to be kept on a lead 
whilst on the sports field. To avoid confrontation attempts to educate rather than force 
dog walkers to consider other woodland users have included information posters and 
leaflets. In addition dog waste bags and bins are available throughout the wood. The 
situation will continue to be monitored to gauge the success of these measures and to 
investigate if further action is required. Dogs will continue to be prohibited in the 
childrens playground and café garden. 

 
 All vandalism including grafitti is repaired or removed immeadiately. This policy 

reflects the opinion that early action reduces repeat incidences. Leaving damaged and 
vandalised equipment etc creates an atmostphere that ‘nobody cares’ and leads to more 
occurrences. This must be avoided at all times. 
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CHAPTER 3.3 ADDITIONAL NOTES.  
 
1. The main paths will be regularly maintained. The hard surface will be repaired when 

required, and trees and shrubs will be pruned back to an acceptable height. 
 
2. Regular patrols, especially during school holidays, week ends and in the summer will be 

carried out by the Keepers. This will maintain security, alleviate public fears and will 
identify problems (e.g. fires) at an early stage. 

 
3. Litter picking will be carried out regularly to keep the Wood clean and tidy. 
 
4. A good working relationship with the local Police will be promoted. 
 
5. Seats will be provided and maintained adjacent to the main paths, the field and the 

playground. 
 
6. The boundary fence and gates will be maintained. Any damage will be repaired. 
 
7. Management work will be done at seasonally suitable times, other work permitting. 
 
8. The drains and ditches will be cleared and maintained. 
 
9. The byelaws will be enforced by the Keepers, who will be conversant with them. 
 
10. All Keepers and playground attendants will be trained in first aid. 
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CHAPTER 3.4 OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 1  
 
TO PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE WOODLAND, PRESERVING ITS HORNBEAM 
COPPICE WITH OAK STANDARDS CHARACTER. 
 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
FUTURE COMPARTMENTS  
 
1.1 Continue the policy of creating fenced clearings in the Wood every five years. 
 
1.2 Increase the size of those clearings from the existing 0.5 acre to 0.75 acre, commencing 

in winter 2006 - 07 and finishing with the fourth clearing in the winter 2011-2012 when 
the experiments success will be reviewed (2016). 

 
1.3 Encourage and protect natural regeneration by keeping these areas enclosed for 10 years 

or until natural regeneration is suitably established. 
 
1.4 Carry out weeding and thinning operations, favouring the oak and hornbeam, but not 

excluding other native species completely. 
 
1.5 Re-introduce coppicing into these new clearings to encourage wildlife, provide a nurse 

for the natural regeneration and to maintain the existing coppice with standards 
character. 

 
1.6 Establish a suitable coppice rotation, and coppice according to rotation. 
 
1.7 Work to be carried out in four identified compartments. 
 
EXISTING COMPARTMENTS  
 
1.8 Encourage and protect natural regeneration by maintaining fence lines for 10 years or 

when natural regeneration is suitably established. 
 
1.9 Carry out weeding and thinning operations, favouring the oak and hornbeam, but not 

totally excluding other native species. 
 
1.10 Establish a suitable rotation and coppice the hazel accordingly. 
 
HOLLY  
 
1.11. To thin, fell and control the natural regeneration of holly, which is currently very 

prolific. 
 
1.12 Use the natural barrier created by the holly that exists in the compartment known as the 

Bird Sanctuary to promote and encourage natural regeneration of other species without 
recourse to fencing. 
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VETERAN TREES 
 
1.13 Highgate Wood is fortunate to possess many veteran Hornbeam stools, some of extreme 

age situated throughout the wood. Veteran trees are in the final stage of their lifecycle 
where crown dieback results from reduced annual increment. Veteran Trees are situated 
throughout the woodland 

 
1.14 The definition of the term veteran tree is arguable, but English Nature suggest that the 

following criteria must be met before a tree can be classified as veteran.  
  
 1.    Trees of interest biologically, aesthetically or culturally because of their age. 
 2.    Trees in the ancient stage of their life. 
 3.    Trees that are old relative to others of the same species. 
 
1.15 Veteran trees are of extreme importance for the rarer and more local lichen and 

bryophyte epiphytes. They also contain much dead wood, a valuable resource for a large 
proportion of the plant and animal species in the forest eco system. Complementary to 
the high quantity of dead wood, veteran trees often possess many cavities, water pockets 
and wounds on their truck and within their crown. This offers additional important 
wildlife habitat. 

 
1.16 Additionally, veteran trees are of historic value in that they illustrate previous land use; 

for example, in Highgate Wood many Hornbeam display the historic management 
practise of coppicing, and some are many of hundreds of years old. 

 
1.17 It is also important to note that groups of veteran trees are more important for wildlife 

than single individuals.  
 
1.18 Although the importance of retaining veteran trees is identified earlier the safety of 

visitors to Highgate Wood will always be the most important factor. When considering 
the above factors veteran tree management shall be undertaken for the following 
objectives. 

 
 1.    For the safety of the public 
 2.   To preserve and retain the veteran tree. 
 
1.19 On inspection the inspector must identify any immediate threats to public safety. 

Immediate remedial action must be taken to alleviate such problems. 
 
1.20 Active management to preserve and retain veteran trees will often involve very little 

practical work. Active management should only be carried out to safeguard this valuable 
resource whilst providing continuity of wildlife habitat. 
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Figure 13: Veteran Hornbeam coppice  
 
 
1.21 The methods of achieving the above objectives will be one or a combination of the 

following methods: 
 
 1.  Mulching 
 2.  Root plate protection 
 3.   Terraventing  
 4.   Retrenchment 
 5.   Pollarding 
 6.   Coppicing 
 7.   Pruning / coronet cutting 
 8.   Felling 
 9.   Work to adjacent trees to reduce competition. 
 
1.22 A veteran tree policy has been produced to supplement this management plan. (see 

appendix 25) 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 2  
 
TO ACCOMMODATE VISITOR ACCESS AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE BETWEEN 
RECREATION, PRESSURES AND OTHER OBJECTIVES. 
 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTION  
 
2.1  Patrol the area daily to enforce byelaws and to assist the public. 
 
2.2  Mow and maintain the playing fields and the open field for recreation. 
 
2.3  Maintain the café garden. 
 
2.4  Maintain the public toilets and the sports changing rooms. 
 
2.5  Keep major footpaths clear and in good repair. 
 
2.6  Maintain the gates. 
 
2.7  Maintain the facilities for disabled people. 
 
2.8  Provide and maintain barriers to prevent vehicular traffic trespassing. 
 
2.9  Provide and maintain seats for the public. 
 
2.10  Remove insect’s nests if hazardous to the public. 
 
2.11  Remove any trees or shrubs, or any overhang, etc. if hazardous to the public. 
 
2.12  Inspect trees, etc. to ensure safety of visitors and adjacent public roads. 
 
2.13  Provide sporting facilities, and other activities e.g. sponsored walks, with prior 

arrangement. 
 
2.14  Allow filming with prior permission. 
 
2.15  Provide and maintain an interpretation centre and general information boards. 
 
2.16  Provide and maintain the children’s playground. 
 
2.17  Provide a regular newsletter, nature trail and information leaflets. 
 
2.18  Provide two nature trails, one for children, and the second more suitable for adults.  
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Chicken of the Woods on Oak 
stem. 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 3  
 
TO ENABLE THE NATURAL WOODLAND PROCESS TO CONTINUE WHERE SAFETY 
OF THE VISITOR IS NOT COMPROMISED. 
 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
3.1 Leave as much dead Wood on site as possible, both standing and lying. 
 
3.2 Remove/discourage exotic plant species e.g. Japanese Knotweed, Norway Maple and  

Sycamore. 
 
3.3 Control invasive or rapidly spreading plant species e.g. holly. 
 
3.4 Encourage oak and hornbeam regeneration. 
 
3.5 Control other invasive species and exotics 
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Figure 14: Coronett cutting and Fracture pruning on  Oak 
standard to make safe, but retain for habitat (Autu mn 2008)  
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Figure 15: Foxgloves in Conser vation Area 6 in 2003  
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 4  
 
TO SAFEGUARD ALL NOTABLE SPECIES WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
4.1 Preserve and protect all mature Sorbus torminalis, and encourage its spread into the 

Wood by transplanting suitable sucker growth into appropriate areas. 
 
4.2 Plant wild flowers grown from collected seed into areas of the Woodland that have been 

lost them through erosion and vandalism. Please refer to appendix 24, policy on 
Highgate Wood flora. 

 
4.3 Introduce native species of fern into suitable areas of the Wood. 
 
4.4 Leave abundant dead Wood. 
 
4.5 Encourage regeneration of notable trees. 
 
4.6 Monitor and encourage notable animals. These will include the Stag Beetle and bats. 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECT 5  
 
TO PROMOTE THE EDUCATIONAL USE OF THE SITE WITHOUT COMPROMISING 
THE CONSERVATION VALUE. 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
5.1 Allow school parties to use the site and provide educational assistance when required. 
 
5.2 Assist children to use Highgate Wood for school projects. 
 
5.3 Encourage such organisations as the London Bat Group to make visits to the site. 
 
5.4 Assist undergraduates and higher education students with project work. 
 
5.5 Give guided walks on site and provide an annual Diary of Events. 
 
5.6 Provide information and guide books and a regular newsletter. 
 
5.7 Provide an interpretation centre and informative signs. 
 
5.8 Create schemes with local schools for continued group involvement. 
 
5.9 Accommodate work experience students from Local Education Authorities. 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 6  
 
TO PROMOTE THE USE OF HIGHGATE WOOD AS AN AMENITY AND LEISURE 
AREA BY OFFERING SPECIFIC ATTRACTIONS IN THE FORM OF A PLAYGROUND, 
SPORTS FACILITIES AND A CAFÉ WITH ASSOCIATED GARDEN. 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
6.1 To maintain and improve the existing cricket and football pitches and improve facilities. 
 
6.2 To offer the sports field to schools for sports days. 
 
6.3 To allow, where possible, access to the field for school activities, especially where the 

schools are lacking in such facilities. 
 
6.4 To maintain a supervised under five year old and older children’s playground. 
 
6.5 To maintain a café within the Wood and to keep the established formal café garden. 
 
6.6.1 To improve the condition of the field by a system of autumn/winter & spring/summer 

feeding, aeration and seeding so that the increasing number of visitors will not adversely 
affect the turf. 

 
6.7 To provide a location for charitable fund-raising events. 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 7  
 
TO PROMOTE, STUDY AND RESEARCH WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE 
CONSERVATION OR AMENITY VALUE OF HIGHGATE WOOD. 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
7.1 To encourage liaison with other groups (e.g. London Natural History Society) to 

exchange information. 
 
7.2 Monitor changes in flora and fauna due to management policy. 
 
7.3 Monitor Lepidoptera populations. 
 
7.4 Maintain a list of flora and fauna on site. 
 
7.5 Monitor, record and study the indigenous bat population (see appendix 19) 
 
7.6 Monitor, record and study the bird population (see appendix 20) 
 
7.7 Search for old historical references and photographs. 
 
7.8 Conduct visitor surveys. 
 
7.9 Take and report fixed point photographs. 
 
7.10 Carry out formal surveys to ascertain what species are present in Highgate Wood. 
 
7.11 Monitor the invertebrates. 
 
7.12 Liaising with local volunteers on regular monitoring of Lepidoptera and fungi 
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Figure 16: Marie Curie Field of Hope in 2003  
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OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 8  
 
TO MEET ALL LEGAL AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS 
 
OUTLINE PRESCRIPTIONS  
 
8.1 Ensure that all operations carried out on site comply with Health and Safety, Control of 

Substances Hazardous to Health and Statutory Employment Regulations. 
 
8.2 Enforce byelaws. 
 
8.3 Comply with the Highgate and Kilburn Open Spaces Act (1886). 
 
8.4 Review the Management Plan and ensure the site is managed in accordance with it. 
 
8.5 Ensure that the Management Plan is achieving its desired objectives. 
 
8.6 Inspect the footpaths to ensure they are safe. 
 
8.7 Regularly inspect the trees to ensure they are safe. Also inspect the trees within falling 

distance with and overhanging the adjacent roads to ensure they comply with the 
relevant Highways Acts. 

 
8.8 Establish and maintain good relationships with neighbours, local organisations and 

individuals with an interest in Highgate Wood. 
 
8.9 Establish and maintain a good working relationship with the local Police. 
 
8.10 Empty the litter bins and remove litter. 
 
8.11 Damage caused by vandalism will be immeadiatley repaired and graffiti immeadiatley 

removed. This will discourage further incidents. 
 
8.12 Dogs will be excluded from the playground and café garden and the byelaw requiring 

dogs to be kept on a lead whilst on the sports field will be enforced. Visitors will be 
encouraged to clean up after their dog; dog waste bins will be provided at strategic 
locations and an informative leaflet encouraging responsible dog ownership will be 
provided, refer to appendix 28. 

 
8.13 Remove dangerous objects. 
 
8.14 Control, where possible, the dumping of rubbish. 
 
8.15 Maintain an inventory of equipment. 
 
8.16 Maintain in good order all equipment and replace when necessary. 
 
8.17 Maintain all buildings in good order. 
 
8.18 Ensure that the staff are trained to a high standard and adequately supervised. 
 
8.19 Train all staff to first aid competence. 
 
8.20 Maintain the boundary fence to good order. 
 
8.21 Comply with other legal obligations. 
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8.22 Prepare other reports. 
 
8.23 Carry out general administration functions. 
 
8.24 Undertake necessary financial duties. 
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SUMMARY OF WORKS CARRIED OUT IN 2008 
 
                                                                                                         ACTIVITIES 

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 1: Dead Hedges installed at various loactions to reduce compaction from pedestrian traffic 

TO PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE WOODLAND, PRESERVING ITS 
HORNBEAM COPPICE WITH OAK STANDARDS CHARACTER  Decompaction works carried out in November 2008 at various locations to regenerate declining oaks. 

  Hampstead Heath Tree team have commenced quarterly visits to assist HW team with tree work.  

    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 2 Over 400 hours of community based work by members of HW team excluding sport pitch preparation 

TO ACCOMMODATE VISITOR ACCESS AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE  Pilot wideneing of gateway at Archway Road to improve buggy access in December 2008 

BETWEEN RECREATION PRESSURES AND OTHER OBJECTIVES Heath Hands Volunteers increased their given man hours to enable the bluebell dead hedge to be enlarged. 

    

    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 3 Ongoing process of regeneration at various fenced off coppice coup areas throughout the site 
TO ENABLE THE NATURAL WOODLAND PROCESS TO CONTINUE 
WHERE  We will be creating a new chain of ponds at the Conservation Area 3, to the noth of the playarea 

SAFETY OF THE VISITOR IS NOT COMPRIMISED Fracture pruning and Coronett cutting of 6 prominent Oak standards to promote reaction growth. 

    

    

    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 4 10 new bird boxes installed with local scout’s group in 2008 

TO SAFEGUARD ALL NOTABLE SPECIES WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 2 new bat boxes installed in 2008 

  Please refer to Biodiversity Action Plan for detail on indidividual species. 

  Hedgehogs found in the Wood are regulary provided with protection and treatment 

  Regular contact with Harringey Conservation Officer to foster partnership working. 
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OPERATIONAL OBJECT 5 School groups are always accompanied by several members of the team to act as guides 

TO PROMOTE THE EDUCATIONAL USE OF THE SITE WITHOUT  Signage is put up during the autumn to request that fungi are left undisturbed 

COMPRIMISING THE CONSERVATION VALUE Capel Manor Countryside and Arboricultural Students visit annually to cover Amenity Woodland Management 

  Bat Awareness course for NLOS employees and bat group members 

    

    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 6 A new Healthy Walks DVD is now available which has been distributed to 5 local surgeries 

TO PROMOTE THE USE OF HIGHGATE WOOD AS AN AMENITY  Heritage weekend in July was planned as a promotional event for the site. 

AND LEISURE AREA BY OFFERING SPECIFIC ATTRACTIONS Highgate Wood leaflets are now available at the local tube staion 

IN THE FORM OF A PLAYGROUND, SPORTS FACILITIES AND   

A CAFÉ WITH ASSOCIATED GARDEN   

    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 7 Continued Fungi and Moth monitoring by local amateur naturalists 

TO PROMOTE, STUDY AND RESEARCH WITHOUT COMPROMISING  A Level Students (Geography) in on an annual basis 

THE CONSERVATION OR AMENITY VALUE OF HIGHGATE WOOD Local amateur naturalist photographer, wildlife photographs 

    
    

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE 8 
Consultant employed to carry out plotting of approximately 1400 trees in Zone 1 (Extremely well used) areas in 
HW 

TO MEET ALL LEGAL AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS All permanent staff on site are now trained as a Level 1 Tree Inspector (Lantra) 

  All Zone 1 trees are visually inspected after high wind events (50mph) 

  Regular contact  with Safer Neighbourhood Team  

  All climbers are now equipped with specialised personal first aid kit. 
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Summary of significant species found on the site, t heir 
designations and activities to enhance habitat.Comp iled Winter 
2008   
 
HABITAT ACTION PLANS and SPECIES ACTION PLANS are l inked. All 
species listed have been recorded in Highgate Wood.  Many 
species have been recorded regularly over many year s (see 
management plan) and the old data sent to GIGL (Gre enspace 
Information for Greater London), which is the wildl ife 
recording data base for London, and new records are  now 
regularly sent to GIGL. 
This also sent to Haringey Conservation officer, to  tie in 
with their HAPs and SAPs, and National Indicator 19 7 Feedback. 
 
HABITAT ASSOCIATED 

PROTECTED/ FLAGSHIP 
SPECIES  
(BAP designations 1-
10) 

ACTIONS TO PROTECT AND 
ENHANCE HABITAT  

Ancient high 
canopy/ open Oak 
and Hornbeam 
woodland 

Bluebell (3,6),  
Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker (1,2), 
Wild Service 
Tree(3), 
SpeckledWood (4), 
Sparrowhawk (5), Ivy 
(5), Oak Hook- tip 
moth (1), Lunar 
Yellow Underwing (1)  

Protective dead hedges 
have been created around 
areas with dense 
bluebell growth, and 
dominating species such 
as holly and beech kept 
in check, with a recent 
expansion of this 
protected area in 2008. 
Dead wood and ivy is 
left in canopy of trees 
in less well- used areas.  
Wild Service Tree 
suckers are transplanted 
i nto conservation areas  

Coppiced 
hornbeam areas/ 
Conservation 
areas: 

Hornbeam (5): more 
species in next two 
rows 

Cycles of regeneration 
and new growth are 
encouraged by creating  
conservation areas every 
5 years ( see management 
plan) 

Grassland and 
wildflowers 
within selected 
coppiced areas 

Rosebay Willowherb 
(4), 
Moths(all 1,2): 
Shoulder-Striped 
Wainscot, Rosy 
Minor, Rustic, 
Blood- Vein, Mullein 
Wave, Small Phoenix, 
White Ermine, Buff 
Ermine, Garden Dart, 
Small Square - spot, 

Some wildflower seed is 
sown in new conservation 
areas, and in 1 
conservation area native 
grasses and plants are 
encouraged by regular 
cutting back of brambles 
and some saplings every 
year since 2004, with 
the help of volunteers. 
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Toadflax Brocade ( 
see managemen t plan 
for Red Data and 
rare invertebrates 
surveyed by Dan 
Hackett)  

Scrub 
regeneration 
within selected 
coppiced areas; 
including birch 
,sallow, 
blackthorn 

45 Pipistrelles 
(2,8,9,10 )    
55 Pipistrelles 
(1,2,3,8,9,10) 
Brown Long- eared bat 
(1,2,8,9,10), 
Daubenton’s bat 
(2,8,8,10) 
Song Thrush (1,2) 
Hegehog (1,2,3) 
Moths ( all 1,2): 
Mouse Moth, Grey 
Dagger, Mottled 
Rustic, Small 
Emerald, Brindled 
Beauty, Powdered 
Quaker ( see Dan 
Hackett’s surveys 
for more rare 
invertebrates) 
 

Natural regeneration of 
scrub/pioneer tree 
species is encou raged in 
all conservation areas. 
A clearing created by 
felling large Sycamore 
has been planted up with 
Blackthorn ( moth and 
other insect food plant) 
in 2007. 

Wood with 
fungal decay; 
including dead 
wood in trees, 
woodpecker 
holes, decaying 
roots,  dead 
tr unks, log 
piles, and dead 
wood scattered 
throughout wood 

Noctule bat 
(1,2,8,9,10), 
Leisler’s bat 
(2,8,9,10), 
Natterer’s bat 
(2,8,9,10) Stag 
Beetle (1,2,3,8,10) 
,  Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker (1,2), 
Starling (1,2), 
Podoschypha 
multizonata (1,2,3), 
Great Spott ed 
Woodpecker (4) ( see 
management plan for 
rare beetles and 
other invertebrates 
surveyed by Dan 
Hackett) 

Dead wood in trees is 
left in less well- used 
areas, and where it is 
cut, either for safety 
or to create 
conservation areas, dead 
trunks are left stand ing 
as long as possible, and 
some dead wood is used 
to make log piles, dead 
hedges, and stag beetle 
habitats. Bat roost 
sections in trees that 
collapse naturally or 
need to be felled are 
checked and re- erected 
where possible. Areas 
where rare fungi are 
fou nd are monitored and 
protected, where 
possible.  

Hedges; 
including 
lapsed ancient 

Hedgehog (1,2,3), 
Song Thrush (1,2), 
Dunnock (1,2), 

We have been planting a 
hedge on one of our 
conservation areas with 
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hedge 
boundaries, 
newly planted 
hedges, old and 
new ornamental 
and conifer 
hedges, and 
dead hedges 

Blackbird (5), Robin 
(5 ), Wren (5) , 
Long- tailed Tit (5), 
White-letter 
Hairstreak (1,2,3) , 
Bumblebees 

the help of school 
children, which we plan 
to lay as a protective 
hedge habitat within the 
next two years. 
Ornamental hedges and 
plants around the café 
and keepers cottages are 
pruned and maintained, 
providing nesting 
places. Hedgehog nest 
sites have been 
purchased and built, and 
injured/sick hedgehogs 
found have been 
rehabilitated and 
returned, when possible.  

 
 
Amenity 
grassland, 
surrounded by 
some rough 
grassland, 
scrub, and 
woodland edge, 
with bare 
compacted earth 
exposed to sun. 

 
 
45 Pipistrelle, 55 
Pipistelle, 
Natterer’s bat, 
Noctule bat, 
Leisler’s bat ( all 
2,8,9,10), Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker 
(1,2), Redwi ng (7),  
Small Heath (1,2) 
Native Goldenrod 
(3), Mining bees  
(see Dan Hackett’s 
surveys) 

 
 
Amenity grassland and 
woodland interface 
planted with shrubs, 
wild flowers, trees, and 
some areas opened up to 
more sunlight. Row of 
mature willows 
maintained and 
pollarded. Native 
Goldenrod is thriving 
inside boundary with 
railway land, and some 
grown from 
seed/transplanted into 
wood doing well.  

Bird boxes and 
Bat boxes, 
Hedgehog and 
bee boxes 

45 Pipistrelle, 55 
Pipistrelle, Noctule 
bat, Leisler’s bat ( 
all 2,8,9,1 0), 
Hedgehog (1,2,3), 
Tawny owl, Nuthatch, 
Bumblebees 
 
 
 

Many bat boxes have been 
put up over the years, 
and continue to be put 
up/ repaired and 
monitored. Some wooden 
bird boxes have been 
made by local school 
children and scouts 
groups, and put up 
around the wood. A local 
resident recently set up 
a scheme in which local 
estate agents donated 
many woodcrete bird and 
bat boxes to the wood, 
and  also a hedgehog and 
bumblebee box. 
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Man-made Ponds Smooth Newt (8) Ponds in 3 of the 
keeper’s cottages 
gardens are maintained, 
and attract newts and 
frogs. 1 pond in a 
conservation area is due 
to be renovated and 
expanded in 2009.  

 
BAP Designations:                               
1 = National Priority and NERC S41   6=W&CA Sch8 
2= London Priority                               7=  W&CA Sch 1 
Part 1 
3= Haringey Priority                            8=W &CA Sch 5 
4= London Flagship                             9=Co nservation 
Regs 1994 Sch 2  
5= Haringey Flagship                           10= Hab & Spp 
Directive Anx 2np  
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CHAPTER 4  
 
THE REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT 
 
THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
The management plan will require continual review on an annual basis. The importance of 
Highgate Wood necessitates a regular assessment on the success of the management plan. It 
must be reviewed every year to ensure objectives are reached and obligations have been met. 
Any amendments may then be introduced. 
 
Every five years a major review will be required when any substantial changes will be more 
obvious. 
 
The first 5 yearly review occurred in January 2006. The most important review will be carried 
out in 2016 when it will be gauged whether the increase in clearance size from 0.5 to 0.75 acre is 
succeeding, and any other major amendments adopted. It was suggested in the Highgate Wood 
report dated 13th November 1973 that the clearances should be increased to 2-3 acres every five 
years. Please refer to appendix 3. However, this suggestion will not be introduced until the 
success of the 0.75 acre clearances have been assessed in 2016. 
 
THE NATURAL LANDSCAPE 
 
The woodlands flora will be monitored, particularly the conservation areas, to assess the success 
and type of natural regeneration. 
 
From the results of this monitoring it will be decided the species and quantity that may be 
introduced. This will be inkeeping with the flora policy (please refer to appendix 24). 
 
The woodland will be continually monitored to assess the areas that are experiencing erosion 
and suffering compaction due to visitor numbers. Additionally, areas of poor regeneration will 
be identified. These sections of Highgate Wood will be candidates for new conservation areas. 
 
Biological surveys and recordings have occurred for many years in the woodland. This will be 
continued with a further beetle survey planned for 2006 and spider survey for 2007. The results 
of these surveys and the recommendations received will be incorporated into the management 
plan.  
 
HIGHGATE WOOD CAFÉ 
 
The Highgate Wood café is a very attractive amenity. It has appeared on television, in the local 
media and in good food guides. The café underwent change in March 2005 from a vegetarian 
establishment. This has proved popular with our visitors.  
 
A period of consultation will commence in 2006 / 07 to ensure customer satisfaction and that 
standards are maintained. This consultation will consist of a customer survey form that will be 
available to our visitors in the café. A similar scheme proved successful in the Golder’s Hill 
Park café. The information gathered will assist the café tenant to provide a better customer 
service. 
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WOODLAND WELFARE 
 
Highgate Wood’s must be protected for the enjoyment of future generations and for wildlife. To 
this end its protection must also include assessing external threats to its welfare. In 2005 a major 
development proposal to build a new control centre for the Northern Line on adjacent land 
presented a major threat to the woodland. This was both a visual intrusion and a disturbance to 
our wildlife. Consequently the City of London participated in discussions and meetings in order 
that the impact was ameliorated. An acceptable conclusion was reached and resulted in changes 
to the building proposal including installation of a green roof, planting of a wildflower meadow 
and changes to the lighting system to reduce the impact on a nearby bat roost. 
 
The future management of Highgate Wood will continue to consider any such external threats. 
 
BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Highgate Wood is a valuable and precious resource. Although budgetary considerations will 
always be important, future management of this ancient woodland must take into account the 
financial requirements to maintain standards. This will include the both built fabric and the 
natural landscape.  
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MAPS 
 
Highgate wood (scale 1:1,000) 
 
Map 1 Sites of historical importance 
 
Map 2 Location of mature wild service tree 
 
Map 3 Existing compartments and work areas 
 
Map 4 The four initial 0.75 acre clearings 
 
Map 5 Map of bird and bat box locations: 1994 
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Figure 17: Wild Service tree locations  
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Figure 18: Compartments 
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Figure 20: Sites of Historical importance 
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Figure 22: Map of bird and bat box locations 
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Figure 23: Initial compartments 
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16. Lacewings & Snakeflies of Highgate Wood 2000. 
 
17. Bugs (Heteroptera) of Highgate Wood 2000. 
 
18. Management Plan for Highgate Wood Playing Field. 
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24. Policy on Highgate Wood Flora. 
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